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Midway Hotel

Hótel Varmahlíd, Skagafjördur
Tel: (+354) 453-8170, fax: (+354) 453-8870
15 spacious rooms with TV, telephone and bath.
Restaurant serving lunch and dinner. Cafeteria,
petrol station, swimming pool and tourist 
information only 100 m away. Open all year.

East Iceland Bus Company
Austfjardaleid, Gilsbakki 10, 740 Fjardabyggd
Tel/fax: (+354) 477-1713 
www.austfjardaleid.is
Scheduled bus & coach travel, 
wherever and whenever you want to go.
Enviromental friendly and pollution-controlled buses.

Arctic Ice  Adventure excursions

Vesturbraut 21, 780 Höfn. 
Tel (+354) 894-7599 (+354) 893-6024
www.arctic-ice.is      e-mail: info@arctic-ice.is
Professional adventure excursions to the grace-
ful glacier Vatnajökull. Experience a thrilling
fun along with pure and perfect beauty. 

Skriduklaustur - Centre of Culture

Museum – Exhibitions – Events – Cafè
38 km from Egilsstadir
Open daily im summer 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Tel: (+354) 471-2990 / Cafè 471-2992
www.skriduklaustur.is

Maritime Museum

Strandgata 39b, 735 Eskifjördur 
Tel: (+354) 476-1605

Open daily 14 – 17 from 1 June – 31 August.
Other times by arrangement with the curator.

Icelandic War Museum

Spítalakampur at Hædargerdi, 
730 Reydarfjördur, Tel. (+354) 470-9095

Open daily 13 – 18 from 1 June – 31 August
or by arrangement with the curator.

Natural History Museum

740 Neskaupstadur, Tel. (+354) 477-1454. 

Open daily 13 – 17 from 1 June – 31 August.
From 1 Sept – 14 June by arrangement. 
Tel. (+354) 477-1774

Paintings by Tryggvi Ólafsson

Hafnarbraut 2, Neskaupsstadur
Tel: (+354) 861 4747
Marvellous introduction to the art of the east
Iceland painter Tryggvi Ólafsson. Open daily 
13 - 17 from 17 June - 31 August.

Nordurgata 2, 710 Seydisfjordur
Tel.(+354) 472-1277  hotelaldan@simnet.is
At the end of the 19th century Seydisfjordur was a
blooming town thanks to the efforts of Norwegian
herring entrepreneurs. Back then a lot of
Norwegian, wooden houses were erected, Hotel
Aldan being one of them. Originally build as a
guesthouse, it was considered to be one of the
best in the whole country.
Now more than a century later, the house has been
restored to its former splendour.
Hotel Aldan now offers; 9 luxury  rooms with bath,
TV, radio and minibar. 5 Bed and breakfast rooms,
a restaurant, bar and café.

Hotel Bjarkalundur

Bjarkalundur, 380 Króksfjardarnes
Tel: (+354) 434-7762, fax: (+354) 434-7863
bjarkalundur@bjarkalundur.is
www.bjarkalundur.is 

The Old Guest House

Mánagata 5, 400 Ísafjördur, Tel. (+354) 456 4146,
fax: (+354) 456 5146, www.gistihus.is
fmg@snerpa.is
The romantic Old Guest Hhouse welcomes you.
FMG Coach Service public transport in Ísafjördur.

Hótel Aldan
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Velkomin 
á fjölbreytt söfn
í Fjarðabyggð

    Íslenska stríðsárasafnið 
Spítalakampur v/Hæðargerði | Reyðarfirði| Sími: 470 9063 | peturs@fjardabyggd.is
Opið 13:00 – 17:00 alla daga vikunnar, frá 1. júní til 31. ágúst eða eftir samkomulagi.
Ferðist aftur til daga seinni heimsstyrjaldarinnar og fáið innsýn í lífið á stríðsárunum 
og kynnist áhrifum hersetunnar á Reyðarfirði.

    Sjóminjasafn Austurlands
Strandgata 39b | Eskifirði | Sími: 470 9063 | peturs@fjardabyggd.is 
Opið 13:00 – 17:00 alla daga vikunnar, frá 1. júní til 31. ágúst eða eftir samkomulagi.
Munir sem tilheyra sjósókn og vinnslu sjávarafla, verslunarminjar og hlutir sem 
tilheyra ýmsum greinum iðnaðar og lækninga frá fyrri tíð. 

    Steinasafn Sörens og Sigurborgar
Lambeyrarbraut 5 | Eskifirði | Sími: 476 1177 | www.steinasafn.is
Ekki er opið á formlegum tíma en allir velkomnir þegar Sigurborg er heima. 
Einnig er hægt að panta tíma.  
Safnið státar af fjölda tegunda af íslenskum og erlendum steinum.  

    Safnahúsið á Norðfirði
Egilsbraut 2 | Neskaupstað | Sími: 470 9063 | peturs@fjardabyggd.is
Opið 13:00 – 17:00 alla daga vikunnar, frá 1. júní til 31. ágúst eða eftir samkomulagi.
�5��Málverkasafn Tryggva Ólafssonar
Tryggvi Ólafsson, sem fæddist á Norðfirði árið 1940, er meðal þekktustu núlifandi 
myndlistarmanna Íslendinga.
�5��Sjóminja- og smiðjumunasafn Jósafats Hinrikssonar
Áhugaverðir hlutir sem tengjast sjávarútvegi, bátasmíði, járn- og eldsmíði og gömlum 
atvinnuháttum.
�5��Náttúrugripasafn Austurlands
Brot af því besta úr náttúru Íslands, íslensk spendýr, fiskar, skeldýr, fuglar, 
austfirskar plöntur og skordýra- og steinasafn.

    Fransmenn á Íslandi
Búðavegi 8 | Fáskrúðsfirði | Sími: 475 1525 / 864 2728 | www.fransmenn.net
Opið 10:00 – 17:00 alla daga vikunnar á sumrin.
Í safninu er saga franskra skútusjómanna á Íslandi rakin á fjölbreyttan hátt. Blómatími 
þeirra hér við land var frá fyrri hluta 19. aldar til 1914.

    Steinasafn Petru
Fjarðarbraut 21 | Stöðvarfirði | Sími: 475 8834 / 866 3668 | www.steinapetra.com
Opið 9:00 – 18:00 alla daga vikunnar.
Stórt og glæsilegt steinasafn í einkaeigu; steinar og steinamyndanir, aðallega úr fjöllum 
við Stöðvarfjörð, minjagripasala og einstakur garður. 

 THE EAST ICELAND MARITIME MUSEUM 
Strandgata 39b, Eskifjörður, Tel. 476 1605 | 470 9063, 
peturs@fjardabyggd.is - Open 13 – 17 pm 7 days a 

week, from June 1st – Aug.31st or by app. 
Objects and utensils relating to fishing and fish 

processing, also to local trade, industry, and medicine 
from times past. The Maritime Museum is located in 

a old tradehouse, Gamla búð, built in 1816. 

THE MUSEUM HOUSE IN NORÐFJÖRÐUR
Egilsbraut 2, Tel. 470 9063 | 477 1446 | 861 4747, 

peturs@fjardabyggd.is 
Open 13-17 pm, 7 days a week, from June 1st – 

Aug.31st or by app. 

The Museum House houses three fine museums:
 -Tryggvi  Ólafsson Art collection

-The Jósafat Hinriksson´s Maritime Museum
-The East Iceland Museum of Natural History

THE ICELANDIC WARTIME MUSEUM
Spítalakampur v/Hæðargerði, Reyðarfjörður

Tel. 470 9063, peturs@fjardabyggd.is   
Open daily 13-17 pm from June 1st – Aug. 

31st or by app.
The Museum consists of an exhibition on the 
World War II era and the military occupation

of Iceland from an Icelandic viewpoint.

PETRA´S ROCK AND MINERAL COLLECTION
Fjarðarbraut 21, 755 Stöðvarfjörður, Fjarðabyggð

Tel. 475 8834 | 866 3668

MJÓEYRI - GUESTHOUSE
Strandgata 120, 735 Eskifjörður, Fjarðabyggð

Tel. 477 1247 | 696 0809 | 698 6980
mjoeyri@vortex.is

www.mjoeyri.is

CAMPING SITES IN FJARÐABYGGÐ
in all five towns
Tel. 470 9000

fjardabyggd@fjardabyggd.is
www.fjardabyggd.is

Tel. 475 0500

HÓTEL CAPITANO
Hafnarbraut 50, 740 Neskaupsstaður, Fjarðabyggð

Tel. 477 1800 | 861 4747
Fax 477 1501

island@islandia.is | www.hotelcapitano.is

AUSTFJARÐALEIÐ
Óseyri 1, 730 Reyðarfjörður, Fjarðabyggð

Tel. 477 1713 | 892 8922
Fax 477 1710

aust@austfjardaleid.is
www.austfjardaleid.is

SWIMMINGPOOLS IN FJARÐABYGGÐ
Neskaupstaður- Miðstræti 15, Tel. 477 1243
Eskifjörður- Dalbraut 3a 14, Sími 476 1218

Fáskrúðsfjörður- Skólavegur 37, Tel. 475 0570
Stöðvarfjörður, Tel. 475 0546

BREKKAN - RESTAURANT AND SUPERMARKET
Fjarðarbraut 44, 755

Stöðvarfjörður, Fjarðabyggð
Tel. 475 8939

Tourist Information

TANNI TRAVEL EHF. 
Strandgata 14, 735 Eskifjörður, Fjarðabyggð.

�8�I�P�����������������������ˆ���*�E�\������������������
tannitravel@tannitravel.is

www.tannitravel.is/
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Fjarðabyggð is great in the summer.
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Welcome to Fjarðabyggð 
– where the mountains nourish the soul
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Restaurants: Fjarðahótel, Búðareyri 6,  474-1600. 
Hjá Marlín, coffeehouse, Vallargerði 9,   474-1220/892-0336.
Shellskálinn,  474-1111. 
Tærgesen, Búðargata 4,  470-5555/660-5905,
Kaffi Kósí,  Búðargata 6,   474-1666.
Olísskálinn, Búðareyri 33,  474-1147.
Leisure and Sport:
Swimming pool,  Heiðarvegur,  474-1331. 
Angling licences in Sléttuá river and Andapollur pond), 
sold at Veiðiflugan, Hafnargata 2.
Health Care Centre: Búðareyri 8,  470-1420.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Hafnargata 2,  477-1780.
For Motorists: Filling stations, garage, tyre repair.
Banks: Landsbankinn, Hafnargata 2,  410-4167, ATM. 
Sparisjóður Norðfjarðar, Búðareyri 2,  474-1106, ATM.
Íslandsbanki, Búðareyri 7,  440-4000, ATM.
Post Office: Búðareyri 35,  474-1106/1100.
State Alcohol Store: Hafnargata 2,  474-1406.
Local Handicrafts:  Sólskógar, Hjallaleira 1,  474-1418.  
Museum/Exhibition: Íslenska stríðsárasafnið, World War 
II memorabilia, Hæðargerði,  470-9063, open daily from 
June 1 -  Aug. 31 from 13-17.and by app.
peturs@fjardabyggd.is
Places of Interest and Hikes: 
Walking path up the shores of the Búðará river and along 
the mountain. Bird-watching shelter near the “Duck-pond”.
Transportation: Austfjarðaleið,  477-1713/892-8922, 
daily scheduled coach service between Egilsstaðir and the 
East fjords towns,  www.austfjardaleid.is
Events: July 1, the occupation of Reyðarfjörður 
remembered.

- Eskifjörður
in Fjarðabyggð -

Eskifjörður in situated along a fjord of the same name 
that juts in from Reyðarfjörður fjord. The town first started 
developing rapidly after 1870 when Norwegians began 
fishing herring off the Eastern Fjords. The first independent 
church in Iceland was built in Eskifjörður in 1884. A maritime 
museum is located in an old store from the first half of 

the 19th century. A protected area is at Hólmanes cape. 
Population 1,086.

Hólmatindur peak is Eskifjörður’s pride and joy. 
Hólmatindur is 985 metres high and towers over the fjord 
opposite the town. The hike to the top is demanding, but once 
there, hikers can record their accomplishment in a log book. 

Hólmanes between Reyðarfjörður and Eskifjörður was 
declared a commons and partially a nature reserve in 1973. 
There is a great deal of bird life in the area and unique rock 
formations abound. This is a highly enjoyable location for 
outdoor activities, either along the cliffs or the shoreline.

The Iceland spar mine at Helgustaðir is one of 
the best-known in the world. Iceland spar was mined there 
from the 17th century until the early 20th century. The mine 
is located a short distance out along Reyðarfjörður fjord and 
has a walking path leading to it. The Helgustaðir mine has 
been declared a natural monument.

The gravesite of the völva. The top of Hólmaháls 
hill, a short distance above the road, holds the gravesite of the 
“völva” (a female seer in Icelandic mythology) who is said to have 
protected Reyðarfjörður and Eskifjörður from outside attacks 
for centuries. There is an exceptional view from the site. 

Facilities in Eskifjörður

in Fjarðabyggð

Police: Strandgata 52,  476-1106.
Accommodation: Gh. Mjóeyri, Strandgata 120,
 477-1247/
696-0809/698-6980, mjoeyri@vortex.is  www.mjoeyri.is
Kaffihúsið Eskifirði, Strandgata 10,  477-1064. 
Camping Site: in the village park. Free.
Restaurants/Snack Bars: 
Shell station, Strandgata 13,  476-1383.
Kaffihúsið Eskifirði, Strandgata 10,  477-1064. 
Leisure and Sport:
Swimming pool, Dalbraut 3a,  476-1218. 

Golf, Byggðarholtsvöllur, 9 holes. 
Angling in Eskifjarðará is free of charge. 
Ski resort at Oddsskarð. 
Trekking route-map, f. ex. over Eskifjarðarheiði heath.
Randulffssjóhús, boat rental,  477-1247/696-0809. 
Health Care Centre/Pharmacy: 
Strandgata 31,  476-1252,  Lyfja,  476-1287.
For Motorists: Filling station.
Bank: Landsbankinn, Strandgata 47,  410-4166, ATM.
Museums/Exhibitions: 
Maritime Museum, “Gamla búð”, Strandgata 39b, 
 476-1605/470-9063, open daily June 1- Aug 31 f
rom 13-17 and by app.  
Church and Cultural Centre,  476-1740, concerts, exhibitions a.m.
Randulffssjóhús, an original fisherman´s hut,  477-1247/696-
0809, mjoeyri@vortex.is
Rock Collection of Sören and Sigurborg, 
Lambeyrarbraut 5,  476-1177.
Sightseeing and Excursions: 
Tanni Travel ehf., Strandgata 14,  476-1399, fax 476-1599,
tannitravel@tannitravel.is  www.tannitravel.is
The Hólmanes Nature Reserve.
Transportation: Austfjarðaleið,  477-1713/892-8922, 
daily scheduled coach service between Egilsstaðir and the 
East fjords towns,  www.austfjardaleid.is 
Events: June 6-7, Seamans´ Weekend Festival, diverse events. 
The hiking week “On Your Feet in Fjarðabyggð” 
in the last week of June. Organized hikes for all, evening 
festivities, nature school for the children, and much more.

- Norðfjörður
in Fjarðabyggð -

Norðfjörður is located to the north of Norðfjörður 
fjord, the northernmost of three fjords that make up 
Norðfjarðarflói Bay; the other two are Hellisfjörður and 
Viðfjörður, famous for ghostly occurrences. Three valleys 
extend from the fjord: Oddsdalur, Seldalur and Gannardalur, 
all vegetated with shrubs. The town began expanding during 
the latter part of the 19th century, but it was not until 1949 
that Norðfjörður had a land route to neighbouring towns. 
The route went over Oddskarð, one of Iceland’s highest 
mountains, which is very difficult to traverse during winter 
snows. A tunnel, 626 m long and 632 m above sea level, was 
built during1974-1977. Oddskarð is the centre for winter 
sports for the area. The town has a museum centre which 
contains various museums. Population 1,459.

  Avalanche defence structures above the town in 
Norðfjörður are massive structures designed to protect against 
show avalanches. Hiking paths lead up to the structures, from 
which the view is breathtaking. There are also paths leading 
from there to the nature reserve east of Neskaupsstaður – a 
route that definitely should not be missed. The path leading to 
the Páskahellir cave is dotted with information signs and is a 
wonderful and informative walk.

 The so-called Gerpissvæði, is a true paradise for 
hikers. This area is located between Norðfjörður and 
Reyðarfjörður, which is the easternmost and probably 
the oldest part of Iceland, is becoming one of the most 
popular hiking areas in the country. The Fjarðamanna 
Touring Association has designated numerous hiking paths 
there and elsewhere in the region. Their hiking maps may 
be purchased at Tourist Information Centres and shops 

throughout Fjarðabyggð.
Rauðubjörg is a set of lovely rhyolite rocks located in 
Barðsnes by Norðfjarðarflói. The residents of Norðfjörður 
have long said that the sun shimmering on Rauðubjörg in the 
evening signals fine weather for the following day.

Facilities in Norðfjörður

in Fjarðabyggð 

Police: Melagata 2a,  477-1332.
Local Tourist Information:
Nesbær, Egilsbraut 5,  477-1115.
Accommodation:
Hótel Egilsbúð, Egilsbraut 1,   477-1321.
**Hótel Edda, Nes,  444-4860, summer hotel. 
edda@hoteledda.is www.hoteledda.is
Hotel Capitano, Hafnarbraut 50,  477-1800/861-4747, 
island@islandia.is    www.hotelcapitano.is
Guesthouse Trölli,  477-1800/864-4747, island@islandia.is
Tónspil-acc., Hafnarbraut 22,  477-1580/894-1580.
tonspil@tonspil.is  www.tonspil.is
Camping Site: 
Above the town centre by the avalanche guards. Free. 
Restaurant/Snack Bars: Hótel Egilsbúð,  477-1321.
Frú Lúlú, Café, Egilsbraut 19,  865-5868. 
Hótel Edda, Neskaupstaður,  444-4860.
Nesbær, Egilsbraut 5,  477-1115.
Olís station, Hafnarbraut 19,  477-1500.
Hótel Capitano, Hafnarbraut 50,  477-1800/861-4747.
Leisure and Sport:
Swimming pool, Miðstræti 15,  477-1243. 
Golf, 9 holes,  477-1165. Fishing permits,  477-1133.
Ski resort at Oddsskarð,  476-1465.
Hospital: Mýrargata 20,  470-1450.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Miðstræti 4,  477-1118.
For Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Banks: Landsbanki, Hafnarbraut 40,  410-4168. 
Sparisjóður Norðfjarðar, Egilsbraut 25,  477-1125, ATM.
Post Office: Miðstræti 26,  477-1100.
State Alcohol Store: Hafnarbraut 6,  477-1890.
Local Handicrafts:  Gallery Thea,  Skorrastaðir,
 477-1736.
Museums/Exhibition:
The Museum House, Egilsbraut 2,  470-9063/477-1446, 
houses 3 different museums: The Natural History Museum 
of East Iceland,  The Tryggvi Ólafsson Museum, and the 
Maritime and Machine Shop Museum of  Jósafat Hinriksson,  
open daily  June 1- Aug. 31, 13-17, and by arrangement,
peturs@fjardabyggd.is
Places of Interest, Excursions and Hikes: 
Fjarðaferðir,  864-7410, excursions, sea angling, 
Avalanche guard wall above town provides a good view 
over the fjord. 
Ferðafélag Fjarðamanna,  477-1790, organized hiking tours.
Transportation: Austfjarðaleið,  477-1713/892-8922, 
daily scheduled coach service between Egilsstaðir and the 
East fjords towns,  www.austfjardaleid.is
Fjarðaferðir, scheduled sailings between Mjóifjörður and 
Norðfjörður two times weekly,  864-7410.
Events: During Easter, Easter Festival in Oddskarð skiing
area and neighbouring towns. 
June 6-7, Seamen´s Weekend Festival. 
Middle of July, Eistnaflug, Rock-Metal Festival.
July 31-Aug. 3, Neistaflug, a family festival. 
August 3-5, Neistaflug, family festival.

Eskifjörður.
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Bú›avegur 8 | Chemin du Budir 8
Fáskrú›sfjör›ur. Sími 475 1525 | 864 2728

www.fransmenn.net

Velkomin á safn um franska skútusjómenn 
sem stundu›u sjóinn vi› Íslandsstrendur í yfir 
flrjár aldir. Notalegt kaffihús í frönskum anda. 

Uppl‡singami›stö›.
Opi› alla daga í sumar 10-17.

Fransmenn á Íslandi

- Fáskrúðsfjörður 
  in Fjarðabyggð -

The town, also known as Búðir, is located at the 
innermost point of Fáskrúðsfjörður fjord. During the 19th 
century it was one of the main bases for French fishermen 
operating off the East Fjords. The French consul was 
stationed there, and the French built a hospital and chapel. 
Forty-nine French and Belgium fishermen are buried at 
Krossar on the north shore of town. A traditional open-deck 
boat, built by Einar Sigurðsson, is displayed on the lake in the 
town park. Street names are in Icelandic and French.  A great 
many walking trails have been marked in Fáskrúðsfjörður. 
They are depicted on a map published in association with 
Suðurfjörður. Town street names are in two languages: 
Icelandic and French. A map of the town with interesting 
sites marked has also been published in Icelandic and French.  
Population 697.

 Skrúður is a grassy island situated at the mouth of 
Fáskrúðsfjörður fjord. On the island are Skrúðshellir caves: 
high and spacious, they are considered the largest in East 
Iceland. Fishermen in days long past would dwell in these 
caves between trips out to sea. Bird life thrives on the island, 
and there was a time when egg collecting and hunting birds 
were an important part of daily life.

Kolfreyjustaður. A parsonage and church. The present 
church was built in 1878, and has preserved many ancient 
church relics. Poets Jón and Páll Ólafsson grew up at 
Kolfreyjustaður.

 Mt. Sandfell. A rhyolite mountain (743m) south of 
Fáskrúðsfjörður. It is one of the most typical examples of 
laccolith in Iceland. On the south side of the mountain it 
is possible to see how laccolith has lifted the basalt cover 
over itself. The laccolith is considered to be 600m thick, and 
one of the best examples from the tertiary period found in 
the northern hemisphere.  A very enjoyable and beautiful 
walking trail leads up Mt. Sandfell, which takes 2-3 hours.

Facilities in Fáskrúðsfjörður

in Fjarðabyggð 

Police: Skólavegur 53,  475-1280/852-1334.
Local Tourist Information:
Fransmenn á Íslandi, Búðavegur 8,  864-2728,
open during the summer 10-18.
Accommodation: Guesthouse Tunguholt,  475-1374.
Hótel Bjarg, Skólavegur 49, 475-1466/899-6221.
Camping Site: In the outskirts of town, no charge.
Restaurants: 
Café Sumarlína, Búðavegur 59,  475-1575/894-5707.
SJ Filling station, grill and coffee shop,  475-1490.
Fransmenn á Íslandi, café, Búðavegur 8,  864-2728.
Hótel Bjarg,  475-1466/899-6221. 
Leisure and Sport: Golf at Nes, 9 holes.
Swimming pool, Skólavegur 37,  475-9070. 
ATV and sea angling, Hótel Bjarg 475-1466/899-6221. 
Health Care Centre:  475-1225, answering machine.
Pharmacy: Lyfja Hlíðargötu 60,  475-1551.
For Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Bank/Post Office: Landsbankinn, Skólavegur 57,
 410-4171.
State Alcohol Store: Skólavegur 59,  475-1530.
Museum/Exhibitions: 
Fransmenn á Íslandi, Búðavegur 8,  475-1525/864-2728,  
“French sailors in Icelandic Waters“, open daily in summer
10-18, fransmenn@fransmenn.net   www.fransmenn.net   
Local Handicrafts: Fransmenn á Íslandi, Búðavegur 8, 
 864-2728, open during the summer 10-18.
Transportation: Austfjarðaleið,  477-1713/892-8922, 
daily scheduled coach service between Egilsstaðir and the 
East fjords towns,  www.austfjardaleid.is
Events: June 17, family mountain hike.
July 14, The National Holiday of France, flag day 
in Fáskrúðsfjörður. July 24-27, French Days, family festival.
Photo exhibition in Café Fransmenn á Íslandi  “Icelandic Festival 
in Gravelines”, during the summer, no admittance.   

- Stöðvarfjörður 
   In Fjarðabyggð  -

The settlement in Stöðvarfjörður started about 100 
years ago along the fjord of the same name. The fjord is short 
and open to easterly weather. Rare rocks and minerals have 
been found in the vicinity, and Petra Sveinsdóttir has specimens 
on display. Stöðvarfjörður has a thriving artistic life, and one of 
the most excellent centres for graphic arts in the country, run 
by Ríkharður and Sólrún Valtingojer. Population 233.

Einbúi in Jafnadalur.  Jafnadalur valley leads upwards 
from Stöðvarfjörður fjord on the north side. A hiking path 
leads through the valley across Stöðvarskarð. The natural 
phenomena Einbúi may be found at the end of Jafnardalur 
valley: a set of large, fairly unique rocks that stand alone in 
otherwise flat surroundings. Jafnardalur is also the site of a 
large stone archway some six metres in diameter in eastern 
Mt. Álftafell. 

Saxa Near the sea, just outside of Lönd, is the “sea geyser” 
Saxa. Saxa is a unique natural phenomenon, where the ocean 
waves crash into a rock crevice and then shoot high into the 
air in impressive “eruptions”. The name Saxi is derived from 
the kelp and seaweed that are “saxað” (chopped) inside the 
crevice and then hurled into the air with the waves.

Facilities in Stöðvarfjörður in 

Fjarðabyggð 

Local Tourist Information: Brekkan, food store and 
restaurant,  Fjarðarbraut 44,  475-8939.
Accommodation: Kirkjubær, Fjarðarbraut 37a,  475-
8819/892-3319.  Sólhóll, Fjarðarbraut 66,  863 4631.
Camping Site: Near town centre,  470-9000, no charge.
Restaurant/Snack Bars: Brekkan, food store and 
restaurant,  Fjarðarbraut 44,  475-8939.
Leisure and Sport: Swimming pool, at school,  475-9046.
Health Care Centre: Túngata 2,  475-8891.
Pharmacy: Lyfja,  475-8960.
For Motorists: Pay-at-the-pump facilities 
Bank/Post: Landsbankinn, Fjarðarbraut 54,  475-8900.
Local Handicrafts: Art Gallery Snærós, Fjarðarbraut 42,
 475-8931/861-7556, solrun.frid@simnet.is
Museum/Exhibition: 
Steinasafn Petru Sveinsdóttur, rock and mineral collection, 
Sunnuhlíð,  475-8834, open daily 9-18. 
Excursions: Kirkjubær, Fjarðarbraut 37a, 
 475-8819/892-3319, sea cruises.
Transportation: Austfjarðaleið,  477-1713/892-8922, 
daily scheduled coach service between Egilsstaðir and the 
East fjords towns,  www.austfjardaleid.is

Fáskrúðsfjörður.

475 8931 / 861 7556
solrun.frid@simnet.is

Arts & Crafts

Mt. Súlur by Stöðvarfjörður.

fransmenn_ensk.indd   1 8.3.2005   14:48:22
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 - Breiðdalsvík -
Breiðdalur is an expansive area compared with other Eastern 
Fjord valleys, and is divided by distinctive landmarks into three 
parts: Norðurdalur, Suðurdalur and Útsveit. The population of 
Breiðdalshreppur district is 197. Breiðdalsvík, the district’s service 
centre, is a young town, probably the youngest in East Iceland, and 
did not really begin to become settled until after 1960.

Breiðdalsvík is located on a very large cove of the same name, 
between Kambanes and Streitishvarf. The first house was built in 
1883 by the Gránufélagið association. The community developed 
slowly at first, but grew rapidly when major harbour improvements 
were made in the mid 20th century. Sightseeing trips can be made 
by boat to nearby islands and fjords. Population 129.

Nothing is known for sure about the settlement until about 
1880 when the Gránufélagið built a warehouse. Yet full-time 
settlement did not begin until 1896, when the Brynesverslun store 
in Seydisfjörður built a branch store at the top of Selnes at the 
eastern corner of Selnesbót. In the spring of 1906 the store burned 
down, and the same year a new store was built to the west of the 
inlet. That building exists today, making it the oldest in Breiðdalsvík. 
The old co-op has been rebuilt as a geology centre, which is fitting 
as Breiðdalur is East Iceland’s volcanic region, as indicated by the 
colours of the mountains. A centre dedicated to Stefán Einarsson, 

former professor at John Hopkins University in Baltimore, may 
be found there, and the operations of the building are in rapid 
development.

Facilities in Breiðdalur

Local Tourist Information: At the District Office 
during office hours,  470-5560,   www.breiddalur.is
Accommodation: Hótel Bláfell, Sólvellir 14,  470-6770, 
fax 475-6668,  info@hotelblafell.is  www.hotelblafell.is
729. Angling Lodge Eyjar,  567-5204/660-6890.
ellidason@strengir.is  www.strengir.is
729. Háaleiti, chalets, 475-6798.
730. Hótel Staðarborg,  475-6760,
stadarborg@simnet.is  www.stadarborg.is
731. Café Margret, Heimaleiti, /fax 475-6625, cafemargret@simnet.is 
Camping Site: By Hótel Bláfell,  475-6660
730. Hótel Staðarborg,  475-6760.
Restaurants/Snack Bars:
Hótel Bláfell, Sólvellir 14,  475-6770.
Café Margret, Heimaleiti, /fax 475-6625.
Hótel Staðarborg,  475-6760.
Angling Lodge Eyjar,  567-5204/660-6890.
Leisure and Sport: Swimming pool,  470-5575,
sundlaug@breiddalur.is 
Veiðiþjónustan Strengir, Angel lodge Eyjar, 
 567-5204/660-6890, angling in Breiðdalsá river,  
ellidason@strengir.is   www.strengir.is
Boat- and bicycle rental, Selnes 28-30,   475-6616.
Health Care Centre: Selnes 44,  470-3099.
For Motorists: Sigursteinn Melsteð´s garage, Selnes
28-30,  475-6616/470-5070  -  N1, Ásvegur,  475-6664.
Bank/Post Office:  Sparisjóður Hornafjarðar, Selnes 38,
 470-8720.
Local Handicrafts: Ás gallery, Sólvellir 10a,  475-
6797/6626/6627.  
Museums/Exhibitions: Cultural Centre in the Old 
Coop, Geological Exhibition a.m.
Transportation: Austfjarðaleið,  477-1713/892-8922, 
daily scheduled coach service between Egilsstaðir and the 
East fjords towns,  www.austfjardaleid.is
Hópferðamiðstöðin TREX,  587-6000, daily scheduled coach 
service between Egilsstaðir and Höfn from June 1 –August 
31. www.trex.is
Events: Mid-August:  Austfjarðartröll, Strongman competition.

Breiðdalsvík, Kambsnes. BREI‹DALSVÍK
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Many walking trails are in Breiðdalur, which is surrounded by one of 
Iceland’s most beautiful mountain ranges. A map of walking trails in 
the area is available.  

Heydalir (Eydalir) have long been considered one of the better par-
sonages in Iceland. The best-known pastor from Heydalir is psalmist 
Reverend Einar Sigurðsson (1538-1626), who wrote the Christmas 
psalm Nóttin var sú ágæt ein. A monument has been raised to 
Reverend Einar in Heydalakirkjugarður cemetery. 

An ocean sightseeing trip is offered from Breiðdalsvík around many of 
the unique islands in the area, which have thriving bird and seal popu-
lations. Whales are spotted now and then. There is also good salmon 
and trout fishing in Breiðdalsvík, Norðurdalur and Tinnudalsá river.

There are many exciting hiking trails in the vicinity of Breiðdalsvík. 
Many of these trails meander high into the mountains and through 
mountain passes, some over 600 m above sea level. The view from 
mountain peaks in good weather is unbelievable.

CAFÉ MARGRÉT 
Heimaleiti, 760 Brei›dalsvík

Tel./Fax 475 6625 | cafemargret@simnet.is

HÓTEL BLÁFELL
Sólvellir 14, 760 Brei›dalsvík

Tel. 475 6770  |  Fax 475 6668  |  info@hotelblafell.is

SWIMMING POOL
 760 Brei›dalsvík  |  Tel. 475 6690

FISHING LODGE EYJAR
Luxurious accommodation year-round.

Tel/Fax 567 5204  |  gsm 660 6890
ellidason@strengir.is  |  www.strengir.is

www.stadarborg.is

55 10

30

H HÓTEL STAÐARBORG
Staðarborg - 760 Breiðdalsvík

� 475 6760 - Fax 475 6761 - stadarborg@simnet.is

Stadarborg-hotel  5.3.2007  11:27  Page 1
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 - Djúpivogur -
Djúpivogur is located on Berufjörður fjord. The district is 
large, spanning from Streiti on Berufjörður coast in the north 
to the middle of Hvalnesskriður in the south. Djúpivogur has 
been a trading post since merchants from Hamborg were 
granted trading rights in 1589. A good, natural harbour was 
the foundation for one of the largest fisheries centres in the 
east until the end of the 19th century. Löngubúð warehouse, 
one of the oldest commercial buildings in Iceland (oldest 
part dates from 1790), now houses memorial exhibitions 
commemorating sculptor Ríkarður Jónsson (1888-1977) and 
government minister Eysteinn Jónsson (1906-1993). Off the 
coast are many islands, among them Papey. Population 361.

Hamarsfjörður and Álftafjörður are the south
ernmost fjords in the east. Álftafjörður could be called a 
lagoon, and there’s a small settlement of the same name 
leading up from it. The settlement in Hamarsfjörður has 
been abandoned. Hamarsá river is one of the most powerful 
rivers coming down from the eastern highlands. North of 
Hamarsfjörður are liparite rock slides that are impressive due 
to their red colouring.

Facilities in Djúpivogur and 

berufjörður

Police: Markarland 2,  478-8817.
Local Tourist Information: 
Langabúð, open daily June 1- Sept. 1,  478-8220.
Accommodation:
Hótel Framtíð,  478-8887,  
framtid@simnet.is   www.simnet.is/framtid
735. Youth Hostel Berunes,  478-8988.
736. Lindarbrekka, Berufjörður,  478-8973. 
737. Eyjólfsstaðir, Berufjörður,  478-8137/8971.
Camping Site: Hótel Framtíð,  478-8887. 
735. Youth Hostel Berunes,  478-8988.
737. Eyjólfsstaðir,  478-8137/8971. 
Restaurants/Snack Bars:
Hótel Framtíð,  478-8887. 
Langabúð, refreshment,  478-8220. 
Við Voginn,  478-8860. 
Youth Hostel Berunes,  478-8988.
Food Store: 
Samkaup – Strax, Búland 1,  478-8888.
Við Voginn, & 478-8860.  
Leisure and Sport: 
Sports Centre/Swimming pool, Varða 4,  478-8999, 
open summer) weekdays, 7 – 20:30, weekends 10-18. 
Golf at Hamar in Hamarsfjörður, 9 holes,  478-8865.
Adventura, original icelandic hunting adventure, 
 893-4013/660-0895, www.adventura.is
Health Care Centre/ Pharmacy: 
Eyjaland 2,  478-8840.
For Motorists:
Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Bank/Post Office:   
Sparisjóðurinn, Markarland 1,  470-8714/470-8711,ATM
State Alcohol Store:
Búland 1,  478-8720.
Museums/Exhibitions: 
Langabúð, culture house,  478-8220, collection of 
art from artist Ríkharður Jónsson and Eysteinn Jónsson 
Memorial Museum. Regional Museum, open daily.  
www.rikhardssafn.is 
Bird- and Mineral Collection,   478-8220.
Nanna Guðmundsdóttir Memorial Museum, Berufjörður, 
further information  478-8978/8977, 
Places of Interest, Hikes and Excursions: 
Papeyjarferðir,  /fax 478-8183, angling  and cruises to 
Papey island, papey@djupivogur.is
Birds.is: Bird watching in the vicinity of Djúpivogur, info at 
www.birds.is – fuglar@birds.is 
Búlandstindur, Forestry Djúpivogur, marked hiking paths. 
Búlandsnes, a diverse bird habitat, hiking paths, hiking maps. 
A memorial to the Christianisation of Iceland at River 
Þvottá in Álftafjörður.  
Transportation:
Hópferðamiðstöðin TREX,  587-6000, scheduled coach 
service daily 
between Höfn, Djúpivogur and Egilsstaðir June 1-Aug. 31.  
www.trex.is
Fly-bus,  478-8933/853-4605, Djúpivogur-Höfn-Djúpivogur, 
scheduled coach services.
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The town of  Djúpivogur, peninsula along Berufjörður fjord, was an old trading 
post with a history dating back to 1589 when merchants from Hamburg were 
granted commercial trading rights.

Distinctive landscapes characterize Djúpivogur and vicinity: long, low ridges stretch 
over Búlandsnes peninsula, between which are moors, plains and lakes. This is an 
ideal setting for birdwatchers as these areas are home to a wide variety of  birdlife. 
Enjoyable hiking trails surround the area, which are marked on hiking maps available 
at the information centre in Hótel Framtíð. Towering over the peninsula is Mt. 
Búlandstindur, a stately and triangularly formed mountain that many claim possesses 
mystic powers.

Langabúð is one of  the country’s oldest stores (1790). Situated just above the harbour 
is collection of  sculptures by Ríkarð Jónsson, a room dedicated to the memory 
of  government minister Eysteinn Jónsson, and the local Folk Museum. Also in 
Löngubúð is a coffee house, tourist information centre and access to the Internet.

Hótel Framtíð, constructed in 1905, stands next to the harbour in a venerable house 
with a recent annexe (18 rooms with bathfour cottages, each 25m2 in size, and 28 
rooms without bath, which are not all situated in the same building). The restaur-
ant features an interesting coffee and dining menu, and the bar in the cellar offers 
Internet access.

Christian hermits are believed to have lived in Papey island. According to legend, 
Christian recluses lived there before Norsemen settled in Iceland. The ferryboat 
Gísli Papey makes regular trips to the island with tourists. Papey is home to a great 
number of  seabirds, in particular puffins, and the ferry takes passengers on special 
bird-watching tours. 

The land Teigarhorn in Berufjörður fjord has been partly declared a nature reserve. 
A vast amount of  zeolites may be found on the site.

Visit us - There is always a warm welcome in Djúpivogur!

Hótel Framtíð
Tel. 478-8887, Fax 478-8187
framtid@simnet.is - www.simnet.is/framtid

Papeyjarferðir
Tel/Fax 478-8183, papey@djupivogur.is

Langabúð Kvennasmiðjan
Tel. 478-8220

Swimming pool Djúpivogur
Varða 4 - 765 Djúpivogur
Tel. 478-8999

Red-Necked Phalarope.
Djúpavogur has a remarkably varied bird life, 
offering excellent bird watching opportunities 
from early spring until autumn. 

Slavonian Grebe .
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- Hornafjörður -
Höfn is located on the headland between Hornafjörður 
and Skarðsfjörður fjords, and along with neighbouring 
communities forms the municipality of Hornafjörður. 
Settlement began late in the 19th century when Ottó 
Tuliníus moved his store from Papaós to Höfn. That building 
has now been restored and turned into a museum. Höfn 
has long been the trading centre for Austur-Skaftafellssýsla 
county. Within town limits is Ósland, a protected leisure 
area. Population 1,633.

Facilities in Hornafjörður

Police: In Town Hall,  470-6145.
Tourist Information for Southeast Iceland: 
Hafnarbraut 30, 
 478-1500,  access to the internet, (also in library), 
tourinfo@hornafjordur.is  www.hornafjordur.is  www. east.is
Accommodation:
***Hótel Höfn, Víkurbraut 24,  478-1240.
Gh Hvammur, Ránarslóð 2,  478-1503,
hvammur3@simnet.is  www.hvammurinn.is
Guesthouse Ásgarður, Ránarslóð 3,  478-1365.
Youth Hostel Nýibær, Hafnarbraut 8,  478-1736.
Náttból, chalets, Hafnarbraut 52,  478-1606. 
Hafnarnes,  426-751/844-6175,  hm@simnet.is

750. Árnanes, Nesjar,  478-1550.
751. **Hótel Edda, Nesjaskóli, Nesjar,  444-4850,
edda@hoteledda.is  www.hoteledda.is
752. ***Fosshótel Vatnajökull, Nesjar,  478-2555/562-4000,
bokun@fosshotel.is     www.fosshotel.is
753. Hoffell, Nesjum  478-1514,  hoffell@hoffell.com
Camping Site: By Hafnarbraut 52,  478-1606,
camping@simnet.is   www.simnet.is/camping
Restaurants/Snack Bars:  
Hótel Höfn, Víkurbraut 24,  478-1240.
Humarhöfnin, Hafnarbraut 4,  478-1200.
**Hótel Edda, Nesjaskóli, Nesjar,  444-4850.
Restaurant Ósinn, Víkurbraut 24,  478-2200. 
Restaurant Nesjar, (summer only).
Hafnarbúðin, Ránarslóð 2,  478-1095.
Restaurant Víkin, Víkurbraut 2,  478-2300. 
Kaffi Hornið, Hafnarbraut,  478-2600.
Fosshótel Vatnajökull, Nesjar,  478-2555.
Bakery: Hornabrauð, Litlabrú 1,  487-2161.
Leisure and Sport:
Swimming pool, Hafnarbraut,  478-1157. 
Golf, Silfurnesvöllur, 9 holes,  478-2197.
Health Care Centre: Víkurbraut,  478-1400.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Hafnarbraut 29,  478-1224.
For Motorists: Filling stations, garage, tyre repair. 
Car Rentals: Hertz/Icelandair Car Rental,   478-1250.
Bílaleiga Akureyrar-National Car,  840-6071.
Banks: Landsbankinn, Hafnarbraut 15,  410-4172, 
ATM also in Landsbankinn, Miðbær shopping mall. 
Sparisjóður Hornafjarðar, Hafnarbraut 36,  470-8700, ATM.
Post Office: Hafnarbraut 21,  478-1100.
State Alcohol Store: Vesturbraut 1,  478-1977.
Local Handicrafts: Handraðinn, Hafnarbraut 34,
 478-1540. 
Helga E., gallery, Árnanes, Nesjar,  478-1550. 
Museums/Exhibition: Byggðasafn Austur-Skaftfellinga, 
Hafnarbraut,  478-1833, folk museum, Maritime museum, 
open daily June 1- Sept. 1. 
The Glacier Vatnajökull - Exhibition, Hafnarbraut 30,
 478-2665, nature, history, culture, miniatures, maps, 
questions and answers, open daily June 1-Aug. 31 from 9-21, 
in May and Sept. from 13-18 and from Oct. 1-April 30 
weekdays 13-16, internet-access,  jokull@hornafjordur.is  
is-land@hornafjordur.is   www.is-land.is
Culture Centre and Library, Litlabrú 2,  470-8050, 
access to the internet.
Places of Interest in Höfn and vicinity: 
Hiking trails around Höfn. Ósland, nature reserve, bird life. 
Hoffellsjökull glacier, and nearby pearls of nature.
Haukafell, a shrub-covered mount near a glacier.
Coastal trips, Fjöruferðir, cruises around Hornafjörður 
and ATV trips on Suðurfjörur,  info@fjoruferdir.is	
Sightseeing and Excursions: 
Glacier Jeeps,  478-1000/894-3133, wide range of tours to 
Vatnajökull glacier from Höfn, Smyrlabjargarárvirkjun, 
Skaftafell, and Reykjavík. Snowmobile and snowscooter 
tours to Vatnajökull. glacierjeeps@simnet.is  www. 
glacierjeeps.is  

FOSSHÓTEL VATNAJÖKULL

OPEN MAY - SEPT
Tel: 478 2555
www.fosshotel.is
e-mail: bokun@fosshotel.isFriendlier all 
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RESTAURANT

www.humarhofnin.is
info@humarhofnin.is

Hafnarbraut 4 · Höfn · Tel. 478 1200
Open daily from12:00 - 22:00

The name HUMARHÖFNIN means ‘the langoustine
harbour’. All ingredients on the menu are locally

sourced and couldn’t be any fresher.

HROLLAUGSSTAÐIR
Gerði - 781 Höfn

� 846 0641 - 478 1905 - Fax 478 1905 - bjornborg@centrum.is
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Vatnajökull Travel.  894-1616, daily trips Höfn, Jökulsárlón, 
Jökull, 1.6.-31.08.
Transportation: Flugfélagið Ernir  562-4200, 
scheduled air service to Reykjavík. 
Hópferðamiðstöðin TREX,  587-6000, daily trips to Reykjavík 
in summer and three times weekly in winter. www.trex.is
to Egilsstaðir daily June 1-Aug. 31. 
Events: July 3-5, Höfn in Hornafjörður, Lobster feast.
 

- In the kingdom
of Vatnajökull -

 Lón (Lónssveit) is the easternmost area of Austur-
Skaftafellssýsla and south Iceland. It is hailed for its great natural 
beauty. Mountains reach the sea on both sides; Austurhorn and 
Vesturhorn and Lónsvík lie between them. Long sandy rifts 
enclose the inlet and therefore Papafjörður and Lónsfjörður. 
The eastern part of Lónsfjörður is called Lón. The connections 
between Papafjörður and Lónsfjörður lie through Papós. Just 
south, there used to be a merchant village in 1863 but just 
before 1900 the shop moved to Höfn. Above the lagoons are 
far-stretching lowlands, mostly silt and mud brought by glacial 
river Jökulsá á Lóni. The river divides the district into Suður-
Lón and Austur-Lón. Grassy valleys hide between barren and 
rugged mountains. From Lón you get to Hornafjörður through 
Almannaskarð. It features one of the most beautiful views in 
the country and currently a tunnel is being constructed there. 
The inhabitants of Lón were many at the end of the 19th 
century, almost 300, but now they count less than 50. Granite 
is the main rock type but in many places you can see liparite, 
gabbro and other rare rock types which bring a mysterious 
look to the mountains, making the area a true paradise for 
tourists. The colourful mountains in the innermost part of 
Lón are due to volcanic eruptions which occurred there some 

Miðbær
(  478-1800

 Open weekdays 10-19
Sat. 10-18    
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 Jökulsá on Breiðamerkursandur. A short glacial 
river, only 1500 m long but very powerful. It drains from 
the Glacier Lagoon (100 m deep), where icebergs calve 
from Breiðamerkurjökull, part of the Vatnajökull glacial cap. 
Cruising among the icebergs is one of the most popular 
tourist attractions in the whole of Iceland. Jökulsá was a major 
obstacle to travel in the area and many people on foot opted 
to skirt the side of the glacier instead. A bridge was built in 
1966-1967, but is in danger of being eroded by wave action. 
Due to climate changes and warmer tempera-tures this area 
went through great changes after the 1920’s. A lagoon, known 
as Jökulsárlón, began to form between the Breiðamerkurjökull 
glacier and a glacial ridge by the ocean. The lagoon is very 
deep and the greater part of it was formed after 1950. Large 
icebergs have broken off the glacier and these float on the 
lagoon, making it very impressive. Jökulsárlón has become 
a popular tourist spot and has been used as a location for 
Hollywood films, including James Bond.

 Ingólfshöfði. Headland (76 m.) directly south of 
Öræfajökull glacier, easy to reach from the northwest but 
blocked by sheer mountains elsewhere. It is named after 
Ingólfur Arnarson, the first settler of Iceland, who made land 
there and spent his first winter before moving along the 
coast to live in what is now Reykjavík. A teeming bird colony, 
especially puffin, is found on and around Ingólfshöfði, and there 
is a beautiful panoramic view along the shore. You can visit it 
from Fagurshólsmýri on a tractor with a hay wagon.

Öræfajökull. Iceland’s highest mountain, Hvannadals
hnúkur (2119 m.), projects 300 m above this glacier on the 

Museum – Exhibition – Restaurant
Cultural Heritage Museum
Restaurant with local food

Open May 1 - Oct. 15 from 9-21
Tel. 478-1078/867-2900  thorbergssetur@simnet.is

GUESTHOUSE haliG
Suðursveit - 781 Hornafjörður

 478 1073, 867 2900 - hali@hali.is
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*

763

9 million years ago. There is a road from Stafafell along the  
eastern part of the Jökulsá river up to  the camping grounds at 
Smidjunes. The landscape is beautiful, featuring colourful rocks 
and trees. There are many summerhouses along this road. 
From Smidjunes lies a popular hiking trail up to Lónsöræfi 
and a walking bridge was constructed over Jökulsá in 2002 at 
Eskifell. A jeep trail runs from the highway up the muddy sands 
south of Jökulsá into Lónsöræfi.

 Lónsöræfi. Extensive uninhabited area stretching in-shore 
east of Vatnajökull glacier, with dramatic mountains gouged out 
by gullies and chasms. Vegetation is fertile and the landscape is 
richly coloured, dominated by rhyolite, and minerals are found 
in many places. Reindeer frequently enter Lónsöræfi from 
their habitat in the interior. A very interesting place to hike, 
with a hut on the route from Kollumúli to Snæfell. Protected 
area since 1977. 
 Vestrahorn. Mountain (454 m.) between Skarðsfjörður 
and Papafjörður, one of the few plutonic gabbro formations 
in Iceland.

Borgarhöfn in Suðursveit. Just east of Borgarhöfn 
is Hálsaós estuary, where Hestgerðislón drains into the sea. 
Hálsar, the low cliffs at the estuary, were once an important 
fishing centre; people are said to have walked right across 
the glacier from north Iceland to work there. Fishing largely 
stopped in the area in 1575 when almost 100 men from 17 
boats drowned in a single day.

Hali in Suðursveit. The birthplace of author Þórbergur 
Þórðarson (1889-1974). An educative centre has been set up 
here on his life and work.
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southern side of Vatnajökull. It is a rhyolite formation and was 
first climbed, as far as is known, by a Norwegian surveyor 
and Jón Árnason from Fagurhólsmýri in 1813. Öræfajökull is 
a central volcano with a caldera 12 km in area, from which 
the glacier creeps down to the lowlands. The volcano is active 
and has erupted twice in historical times, in 1362 and 1727. 
Icelandic Mountain Guides organise walks to Öræfajökull 
glacier and other nearby areas.

Öræfi. District extending across the black glacial outwash 
sands from Breiðamerkursandur to Skeiðará river, and deep 
into the glacial interior. Its flourishing farming community was 
destroyed by a catastrophic eruption beneath Öræfajökull 
glacier in 1362. At least 24 farms were abandoned after the 
eruption and the resulting flood. The landscape in Öræfi is 
majestic and vegetation is richer and more diverse than in 
most parts of the country. With no harbours, Vatnajökull 
glacier behind it and roaring glacial rivers on either side, the 
district was relatively isolated until the rivers were bridged 
in 1967 and 1974, thereby completing the Ring Road around 
Iceland.

 Vatnajökull National Park, Skaftafell. Skaftafell 
was an ancient assembly site, first mentioned in Njál’s Saga. 
Skaftafell is a masterpiece of seemingly impossible contrasts 
of nature. Towering mountains, imposing glaciers, gulches with 
clear brooks and beautiful waterfalls, birch woods, a wealth 
of wild flowers and lush vegetation. The most majestic of its 
several waterfalls is Svartifoss (“Black Falls”), plunging over a 
wall of symmetrical columnar basalt that recalls organ pipes. 
Beyond Mórsárdalur valley lies one of the largest birch forests 
in Iceland, Bæjarstaðaskógur. Some 210 higher plant species 
have been identified in Skaftafell, which is renowned for its 
frequent good weather. Excellent facilities for travellers at one 
of the country’s most popular outdoor spots.

 Skeiðará is a vast glacial river that runs out from beneath 
Skeiðarárjökull glacier and spreads out over the eastern 
Skeiðarársandur sands. The river was a major obstacle in 
centuries past, and it was not until in 1974 that a bridge across 
it was constructed and the Ring Road around Iceland opened. 
Tremendous surges come in the river every few years, carrying 

large icebergs out onto the sands. The last major glacial surge 
was in November 1996, reaching its height at a volume of 
some 45,000 cubic metres per second. The surge destroyed 
the ring road and took out a bridge over Gígjukvísl, in the 
western part of the sands. Since then, smaller surges have 
come in the river, but have not caused substantial damage. 

 Walking paths in Skaftafell. There are no roads 
in the Skaftafell area, except to the farm; marked paths lead 
from the car park by the campsite. Visitors are free to explore 
the park as they please, but are expected to follow marked 
paths where there are any. Information plaques are next to 
the paths about the vegetation, and a paved walking path 
leads up to Skaftafellsjökull glacier, allowing for easy access 
for disabled people. Park wardens now provide interesting 
guided tours, advertised in the service centre, Skaftafellsstofa.  
The centre also houses an interesting exhibition of the nature 
and life in the area. Some examples of hikes are the gully 
route to Svartifoss waterfall, which takes 2 hours, and to 
the rock Sjónarsker or to the rim of Skaftafellsjökull glacier. 
Worthwhile places to head for on longer hikes (4-8 hours) 
include Kristínartindar, the source of Skeiðará river, or the 
Bæjarstaðarskógur forest.

– In the kingdom

of Vatnajökull – Facilities

Tourist Information:  Skaftafellsstofa, Skaftafell in
Vatnajökull National Park,   478-1627,  
skaftafell@vatnajokulsthjodgardur.is
Accommodation: 780. Mountain Hut, Lónsöræfi,  568-
2533.
745. Youth Hostel Stafafell, Lón,  478-1717.
754. Brunnhóll, Mýrar  478-1029.
754. Hólmur, Mýrar,  478-1037/478-206/861-5959, 
756.  Skálafell,  Suðursveit,  478-1041, 
756. Smyrlabjörg, Suðursveit,  478-1074. 
757. Youth Hostel Vagnsstaðir, Suðursveit,  478-1567/1048.
759. Travel Service, Lækjarhús, Suðursveit, 
 478-1517, laekjarhus@simnet.is

760. Hrolllaugsstaðir/Gerði, Suðursveit, 
 478-1057/1905/846-0641, bjornborg@centrum.is
761. Brunnavellir, Suðursveit,  478-1055/1056.
763. Guesthouse Hali, Suðursveit,  478-1073/867-2900. 
hali@hali.is
770. Litla-Hof, Öræfi,  478-1670.
771. Hof, Frost og funi, Öræfi,   478-2260.
771. Vesturhús, Hof, Öræfi,  857-2235,
vesturhus@vortex.is	
775. Fosshotel Skaftafell, Öræfi ,  478-1945.
bokun@fosshotel.is     www.fosshotel.is
776. Bölti, Öræfi ,  478-1626.
Camping Sites: 745. Stafafell in Lón,  478-1717.
760. Hrolllaugsstaðir/Gerði,  478-1057/1905.
772. Svínafell, Öræfi,  478-1765.
775. Freysnes, Öræfi,  478-1945.
776. Skaftafell, Öræfi,  478-1627.
Restaurants: Smyrlabjörg, Suðursveit,  478-1074. 
Hrolllaugsstaðir/Gerði,  478-1057/1905.
Þórbergssetur, Hali,  478-1078/867-2900.
Jöklasel, Vatnajökull,  478-1000. 
Jökulsárlón,  478-2122. 
Fosshótel Skaftafell,  478-1945. 
Restaurant and shop Skaftafell, in the National Park, 
 478-2288. 
Swimming Pool: 772. Flosalaug,  478-1765.
For Motorists: Filling station, Skaftafell,  478-2242.
Museum/Exhibition: 
Þórbergssetur, Hali, Suðursveit,   478-1078/867-2900.
The wondrous world of author Þórbergur Þórðarson.
Open June 1-Sep. 15 from 9-21 and Sep. 16-May 31 from 
12-17.
The Service Centre-Gestastofan in
Skaftafell,  478-1627, open May 2 - Sept. 30, 
Vatnajökull Exhibition, nature, history, culture, video. 
Exhibition on the eruption in Vatnajökull in 1996.
Places of Interest and Hikes: 
Stafafell,  478-1717, hikes around Lónsöræfi. 
Cruises on Jökulsárlón, Breiðamerkursandur,  478-2222/
851-1822, jokulsarlon@jokulsarlon.is  www.jokulsarlon.is 
Guided hikes from Service Centre, Skaftafell,  478-1627. 
Icelandic Mountainguides,  894-2959, guided glacier hikes 
in June,July and August,   www.mountainguide.is
Daily tours exept Sun. to Ingólfshöfði on tractor and 
haycart, in June-Aug.  899-6488, and hiking tours on 
Vatnajökull. 
Kynninsferðir,   562-1011, twice daily (June 15-Sept.9) 
from Skaftafell to Jökulsárlón.
Daily tours (July 1-Aug. 31) from Skaftafell to Lakagígar.
Daily tours (June 15-Sept.9) to Eldgjá and Landmannalaugar.
Staðarfjall í Suðursveit, once home to distinguished author 
Þórbergur Þórðarson (1889-1974). Marked walking trails 
from reforestation area beneath the mountain to Klukkugil.
Events: June, Midsummer bonfire in Skaftafell National Park.
August:  Fireworks at Jökulsárlón.

Vesturhús
Hofi Öræfasveit

Sleeping bag accommodation

Tel. 857 2235
e.mail: vesturhus@vortex.is

Cruises on the glacial lagoon at the root of Vatnajökull Europe´s biggest glacier. 
A unique scenicadventure with outstanding photographic opportunities.

Open daily from May 15th to Sept. 15th from 9am-19pm exept May and Sept open 10am-17pm.
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