


- WEST-HUNAPING -

Hunaping vestra or Vestur-Hunavatnssysla, as
the region was known prior to the merger of municipalities
in the area, is 2,580 square kilometres in size. It is bordered
by Hratafjordur and Hrutafjardara on Holtavorduheidi
heath to the west, whereas in the south the border is near
the watershed on Arnarvatnsheidi heath.The Gljafura river
divides it from Austur-Hunavatnssysla district in the east.
Population 1,142.

3 The Local Museum for Hunavatn and Strénd. The
museum is located at Reykjaskoli school in Hrutafjordur.
School dormitories are operated in winter. The museum has
various notable artefacts on display from the Strénd and
Hunavatnssysla district. There is a special exhibition about
shark fishing in Hanafléi Bay, an area of great productivity in
the 19th and part of the 20th centuries.A shark fishing vessel,
Ofeigur from Ofeigsfiordur, is on display. Ofeigur is a 10-oar
vessel that was constructed solely from driftwood. An old
sitting room is also on display along with many interesting
artefacts related to farm-ing life in times long past.

3 Bjarg in Midfjordur is located a short distance east
of Midfjardara river, the place where Grettir Asmundarson
grew up.A memorial to Grettir's mother, Asdis, stands there
decorated with relief pictures depicting events from the Saga
of Grettir. There is an annual celebration of Grettir taking
place at Bjarg on the second weekend of August.

3 Illugastadir at Vatnsnes is an excellent location
for spotting seals, as a lovely walking path leads from the
parking lot down to the seashore.A small country cafe
and campground are operated there during the summer.
The path is closed from April 30 until June 26, during the
eider nesting season. lllugastadir are also known for being
the home of homeopath Natan Ketilsson (1795-1828) and
the site of the “lllugastadir murders” that led to the last
executions in Iceland in 1830, when Agnes Magnusdottir
and Fridrik Sigurdsson were executed for the murder of
Natan and Pétur Jonsson. The site contains, among other
things, the ruins of Natan’s workshop.

3 Hvitserkur is a mass of igneous rock intruded into a
fissure in older rock, about |5 metres high, situated on the
seashore at the base of the western part of Hrutafjordur
fiord. Kittiwakes and fulmars live on Hvitserkur.An old
story has it that Hvitserkur is a petrified troll that intended
to stone bingeyrarklaustur cloister, but dawn arrived

The Icelandic Seal Centre, T. 451-2345
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before he could succeed. At Sigridastadads, just south of
Hvitserkur, there is a pleasant site for watching seals.

3 Borgarvirki. Off of route 717 to the east, one can
take a short walk up the Borgarvirki butte that rises 177 m
from the ridges between Vestuhépur and Vididalur. Borgin
is columnar basalt about 10-15 metres high. The top is a
circular depression that opens to the east, where a stone
wall has been constructed with an entrance opening. There
are ruins in the depression but no definite proof indicating
the purpose of this structure. Some folklore surrounds it.
Viewing dial.

3 Kolugljufur is the name of the gorge in Vididalsar river
in front of Vididalstunga. It is over one km long and about
40-60 m deep. The river drops into the gorge in two scenic
waterfalls named Kolufossar falls.

b3 Hveraborg is a thermal area at Tvidaegra. Part of the
hot spring emerges in Sika river, where it is possible to bathe
in two natural hot pots. There is a lodge, and marked trails
lead from the deserted farm, Fosssel.

% Vatnsnes. Marked walking trails lead from west to east
over Mt. Vatnsfjall, between Karaborg above Hvammstangi,
where there is a good view, and Grundar. A marked seal-
watching spot is at Svalbardi. The coastal landscapes are
very diverse, and in bright weather the view to Strand is
beautiful. A marked trail leads to Hvitserkur,a short distance
from Osar, where the chances of seeing seals are very good.
Arctic tern nesting area.

3 Gauksmyri. Only a short distance to the bird-watching
lodge at the pond. A special path for disabled people which
leads to a bird watching house.

FACILITIES IN WEST-HUNAPING

Local Tourist Information:

Stadarskali, Hratafjordur, J 451-1150, fax 451-1107,
in summer.

Info year round, ) 455-2515, hunathing@northwest.is
Accommodation: 502. **Guesthouse Stadarskali,
2 451-1150.

503. Youth Hostel Saberg, J 451-0015.

509. Brekkulzkur, ) 451-2938, brekka@nett.is
www.abbi-island.is

512. *Hétel Edda, Laugarbakki, ) 444-4920,
summer hotel, edda@hoteledda.is

513. Bakki, Laugarbakki, J 451-2987.

514. Gauksmyri Lodge, ) 451-2927, fax 451-3427,
gauksmyri@gauksmyri.is  www.gauksmyri.is

525. Youth Hostel Osar, ) 862-2778, summer only.
526. Borgarvirki, ) 451-2290 info@atlantis.is

527. Nedra-Vatnshorn, ) 451-2928/866-5994.

528. Vidigerdi, ) 451-2592.

529. Dali, 3 451-2566, daeli@daeli.is www.daeli.is
530. Kolugil, 3 451-2565.

Camping Sites: 502. Stadarskdli, ) 451-1150.
503. Saberg, ) 451-0015.

513. Laugarbakki, J 451-2987.
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520. Hamarsbud, 3 451-2696.

521. lllugastadir, ) 451-2664/894-9695.

529. Dali, J 451-2566.

Restaurants: Stadarskadli, 3 451-1150.

Hoétel Edda, Laugarbakki, ) 444-4920.

Gauksmyri Lodge, ) 451-2927

Vidigerdi, ) 451-2592.

Café Deli, ) 451-2566.

Swimming Pools:

501. Geothermal spa Hveraborg at Sika river, Hritafjordur.
503. Hot tubs at Saberg, Hrutafjérdur, ) 451-0015.

513. Hot tubs at Laugarbakki, ) 451-2987.

529. Hot tubs at Dali, J 451-2566.

Leisure and Sport:

Gauksmyri Lodge,  451-2927, horse riding, riding lessons,
horse show and longer tours,

gauksmyri@gauksmyriis www.gauksmyri.is
Brekkulsekur, ) 451-2938, Horse riding and hiking trips.
www.geysir.com/brekkulaekur

Angling in lakes at Arnarvatns and Tvidegra heaths,

) 451-2649/854-7919.

For Motorists: Filling station, pay-at-the pump facility,
Laugarbakki and Vidigerdi.

Bank: ATM in Stadarskali.

Handicrafts: Leirhis Grétu, Litli Os, ) 451-2482/897-2432.
Vidigerdi, ) 451-2592.

Museum: Folk Museum at Reykir, Hrutafjordur, ) 451-0040/
863-4287. Open daily June I-Aug. 31 from 10-18 or by
arrangement, byggdasafn@emax.is www.simnet.is/
reykirmuseum

Places of Interest: lllugastadir at Vatnsnes, ) 451-2345,
walking path to seal-watching area, a diverse bird habitat.
Camping site and toilets. Guided tours on request, must
be booked in advance, info@selaseturis  www.selasetur.is
Gauksmyrartjérn, thriving with bird life, 30-40 species,
walking trail for disabled people, bird-watching house.
Events: Calendar of events, further information:

) 455-2515, hunathing@northwest.is

June: Buffet on the beach in Vatnsnes, Hamarsbud.

July: The Great Seal Count at Vatnsnes.

July: Youth Art Festival “Fire in Hinaping”, Mountain Run.
August: Grettir Festival at Laugabakki and Bjarg, Midfjordur.
Strongman competition, history walk at Bjargi, etc.
Sept.and Oct: Sheep and horse round-up. Unique
atmosphere when the sheep are brought home in
neighbourly celebration.

Oct.: Gala celebration of meat at Vatnsness, Hamarsbud.
Further info, ) 451-2345, info@selaseturis www.northwest.is.

Welcome to our

wool
PACTORY SHOP

in Hvammstangi
Great selection of knitwearl

KIDKQ. ‘%

Hofdabraut 34 530 Hvammstangi Tel:+354 451 0060 E- 2
Open Monday-Friday from 8-18 and also on request
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- HVAMMSTANGI -

Hvammstangi, the largest town in Hunaping-vestra, is
situated on the eastern shore of Midfjordur fiord that stretches
in from Hunafléi Bay. Fisheries and a variety of services for the
surrounding area, and tourism, are the towns main economic
activities. There is a museum of trade in the town, and an
exhibition and research department of the Icelandic Seal
Centre. In the mountain above Hvammstangi there is a unique
set of cliffs known as Karaborg. The top of Mt. brasifell (895 m)
offers a view into seven different counties. Population 591.

FACILITIES IN HVAMMSTANGI

Police: Hof8abraut 6, ) 451-2364.

Information: year round at The Icelandic Seal Centre,

) 451-2345/898-5233/fax 451-2356, selasetur@selasetur.is
www.selasetur.is www.northwest.is
Accommodation:

Gh. Hanna Sigga, Gar8avegur 26, ) 451-2407.

Orlofshus, Strandgata 6a, ) 451-2706.

Café sirop, Nor8urbraut 1, ) 451-2266, 899-8987.
Camping Site: At Kirkjuhvammur, ) 451-2715.
Restaurant/Snack Bar:

Kiosk, Hvammstangabraut, J 451-2465.

Café sirop, Nor8urbraut 1, ) 451-2266, 899-8987.
Leisure and Sport:

Swimming pool and sports centre, Hlidarv. 6, ) 451-2532.
Health Care Centre: Nestin |, ) 455-2100,
Ambulance, 3 451-2311 or 112.

Pharmacy: At the Health Care Centre, ) 455-2144.
For Motorists: Filling station, garage.

Bank: Sparisjédur, Brekkugata, ) 455-7700, ATM.

State Alcohol Store: Kaupfélag V-Huin. Hofdabraut 6.
Local Handicrafts: Verslunarminjasafnid, trade museum,
Brekkugata 4, ) 451-2405.

Freyjuprjén, Hof&abraut, Wool factory shop, ) 451-2525.
Einar Esrason, Eyrarland 1, goldsmith’s, ) 451-281 1.

The Icelandic Seal Centre, Brekkugata 2, ) 451-2345.
Museum/Exhibition: Verslunarminjasafnid, trade museum,
Brekkugata 4, ) 451-2405.

Kirkjuhvammskirkja church by the camping site.

The Icelandic Seal Centre, Brekkugata 2, ) 451-2345,

An exhibition dedicated to seals around the coast of Iceland,
as well as the nature and culture of Vatnsnes, www.selasetur.is
Sightseeing: Sjolif cruises, ) 860-7252,

seal- and birdwatching in Hunafl6i Bay.

514

www.gauksmyri.is

/.
GAUKSMYRI LODGE
Gauksmyri-531Hvammstangi-J) 4512927
Fax4513427-gauksmyri@gauksmyri.is

Gl
o

BLONDUOS.

Events:

Information on exact dates: ) 451-2345, info@selasetur.is
July: Mountain jogging across Vatnsnes mountain.

July: Youth art festival “Fire in Hinaping”

The Great Seal Count at Vatnsnes.

Calendar of events, further information:
www.northwest.is www.nordurland.is

- EAST-HUNAVATNSSYSLA
COUNTY -

3 Vatnsdalshélar. Large and peculiar cluster of hills
stretching right across the mouth of Vatnsdalur valley. They
are thought to have been formed by a catastrophic landslide
from Mt.Vididalsfjall. The three hillocks called Pristapar on the
northern side of the main road were the site of Iceland’s last
public execu-tion, on January 12, 1830.The block and axe used
are preserved at the National Museum in Reykjavik, and the
spot is marked with a memorial. Marked hiking trails.

38 bingeyrar. Church site, for a long time considered one
of the best estates in Iceland. The present church, built in
1864-1877, was made from stone transported during winter
from Nesbjorg on the other side of Hop lagoon. Iceland’s first
monastery was founded at bingeyrar and remained a major
cultural and educa-tional centre until the Reformation in 1550.
Many Sagas are thought to have been written there. Facilities

WWW. hOf-IS .com

HOF I VATNSDAL
Hof - 541 BI6ndués
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© 452 4077, 844 8649 - hof@simnet.is

and exhibitions are in the new service building near the church.
Guided tours of Thingeyrarkirkja church are available.

3 Stora-Gilja. Farm by the bank of a river of the same
name. It was here that the first Christian missionary in
Iceland was brought up: borvaldur the Widely-Travelled. Just
by the Ring Road north of the meadow is a rock called
Gullsteinn (Gold-Stone). Porvaldur’s father, Kodran, refused
to be baptised, not wanting to enrage a guardian spirit that
he thought lived in the rock. borvaldur’s fellow missionary is
said to have sung hymns until the rock shattered, whereupon
his father agreed to be baptised. They began their mission in
981 and Christianity was officially adopted in the year 1000.A
memorial was set up beside Gullsteinn in 1981.

3 Hof in Vatnsdalur. Hof is a town in the eastern part
of Vatnsdalur valley. Ingimundur borsteinsson the Old claimed
this land, which leads from Helgavatn lake to Ur&arvatn, in the
year 900. Ingimundur joined Haraldur Fairhair in Hafursfjoréur
fiord, and gained his friendship. It then occurred that, in the
middle of a winter sacrifice festival, a seer made a prophecy
to Ingimundur that he would live in a land called Iceland,
become a man of honour and have a great clan in that country.
Ingimundur was a chieftain of the Vatnsdla family while he
lived. In the pasture outside Hof is a small hillock, Godhdll,
which is said to be the location of Ingimundur’s place of pagan
worship. A beautiful tree grove has been growing there since
1927 and includes the Icelandic poplar tree.
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3 Hveravellir. Geothermal area north of Kjalhraun, one of
Iceland’s largest geothermal areas with numerous hot springs.
Hveravellir are located in a hollow between the lava field
and Brei®amelur at 650 m. The hot spring Oskurholshver is
situated there. It once made such a loud noise that it could
be heard for over a quarter of a mile, according to the travel
log of Eggert and Bjarni (around 1760). These springs behave
in different ways. Oskurhdlshver spouts steam, Braedrahverir
and Eyvindarhver spout little jets of water, and Blahver and
Granihver are filled with still water. There are numerous
deposits from the hot springs and water flows over the edge
of them. Eyvindarhver is named after famous outlaw Fialla
Eyvindur who lived here for a while with his wife Halla. There
are existing tales of other outlaws seeking shelter there. A ruin
known as Eyvindarkofi (Eyvindur’s hut) is in a lava crevasse
near Eyvindarhver. Around | km south of the Ferdafélag
mountain hut are stacked rocks known as Eyvindarrétt. The
Icelandic Meteorological Office raised a meteorological station
on the gravel bed north of Hveravellir in the summer of 1965.
People have lived there until 2004, making daily meteorological
notifications when automatic equipment was installed.

3 Spakonufell. At 646 metres high,. it is one of the most
noteworthy and magnificent mountains in these parts. It is
named after a seeress called Pordis who lived on a farm at the
base of the mountain in the |0th century. She’s the first person
to have lived in Skagastrond. From the top of the mountain you
can see far in all directions.A walking path up to the mountain
is marked out from the Brandaskard farm.

3 Kalfshamarsvik. Small bay on the northwest shore of
Skagafjordur, and just outside are beautiful columnar basalt
formations. Kalfshamarsvik was a fishing centre at the turn of
the century, but was hit by the great depression and abandoned
by 1940.

% Geitaskard, Langidalur - Laxardalur. An ancient
trail taking 3 hours to walk lies from Geitaskard in Langadalur
into Laxdrdalur, which was also part of the route to Skagafjoréur.
The trail has been marked properly and a horse track can still
clearly be seen.The most difficult part is up the Skardsbrekkur
slopes where the trail starts. There is a watershed at the
westernmost point of the pass, with two lakes and sizeable
sedge marshes. East of these are some ruins of an old sheep cote
(Sel), where Brunnardalur cirque opens to the south/southeast.
The terrain is rather difficult and should be avoided; instead, the
best route is to head east and follow the horse track to Laxa
river in Laxardalur. The same route is taken on the way back,

although the hike can be extended by going south along the
western bank of Laxa to Strjlgsskard pass, which was also once
a much-travel-led place for crossing into Laxardalur.

FACILITIES IN EAST-HUNAVATN COUNTY

Local Tourist Information:

in service building by the Pingeyrarkirkja church.
Accommodation: 535. bingeyrar, ) 452-4365.

536. Stora-Giljd, ) 452-4294.

537. Hvammur Il in Vatnsdalur, ) 452-7174,
haukur74@mmedia.is

539. Hof in Vatnsdalur, ) 452-4077, hof@simnet.is

545. Hétel Hunavellir, ) 453-5600/898-4685,
info@hotelhunavelliris www.hotelhunavelliris

550. Geitaskard, ) 452-4341.

552. Dalsmynni Community Center, ) 452-7155.

553. Hunaver, Svartéardalur, ) 452-7110.

555. Afangi by Kjalvegur, 1452-4660.

Camping Site: 553. Hunaver, ) 452-7110.

545. Hunavellir, 3 453-5600.

Restaurant: Hétel Hinavellir, ) 453-5600/898-4685,
info@hotelhunavelliris www.hotelhunavellir.is
Swimming Pool: 545. Hunavellir, ) 453-5600.
Leisure and Sport:

There are numerous possibilities for horse riding and
trout and salmon angling in the area. For information
contact the Tourist Info Centre at Blonduds, ) 452-4520.
Places of Interest: bingeyrarkirkja, built in 1864-1877.
Blanda Power Plant, 3 455-6700, guided tours.

Events: June 19-21, Family Festival of Accordion
Music Lovers at Hunaver.

In Sept. visitors are invited to participate in the

sheep and horse round-up in Austur-Hunavatnssysla.
Further info: www.northwest.is  www.nordurland.is

- BLONDUOS -

Blondués stands on both sides of the Blanda river: Its main
economic activity is various services for the local area, in
addition to fishing and light industry. Services for travel-lers
have been growing in recent years. Upstream from the bridge
is Hratey island, a park that was protected in 1975. Traditional
knit and wool-making products are displayed at The Handicraft
Museum; a section is named after Halldora Bjarnadottir (1873-
1981), Iceland’s oldest-ever woman. The museum displays a
collection of home-made woollens and textile objects, beautiful

BLONDUOS CAMPING
@ 820 1300 - Opid/Open 1.6.-15.9.
larus@krakur.is

W

Linen
avaliable

|G][@] SUMARHUS GLADHEIMA

Brautarhvammur - 540 Bléndués
@ 820 1300, 690 3130, 693 3130 - larus@krakur.is
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Blonduos

TEXTILE MUSEUM, HRUTEY ISLAND, FISHING, GOLF AND RIDING TOURS
SEA ICE EXHIBITON CENTRE - WE LOOK FORWARD TQO

Sea Ice Exhibition Centre in Blonduds

Exhibition in Hillebrandtshus, the oldest timber house in Iceland.
Tel. 452 4520 | ferdamal@simnet.is

Open daily: June 1 - August 31 from 11 to 17

Potturinn og Pannan

Nordurlandsvegur 4 - Restaurant by road 1

Familyfriendly and cosy atmosphere. Diverse menu, menu for groups
and a special lunch-menu. Open daily 11:00 - 22:00

Tel. 453 5060 | info@potturinn.is | www.potturinn.is

Cafe Bar — Guesthouse Blondubdl

Campsite and Outdoor-Market in Summer. Magnificient view.
Excursions- Jonas Travel Group, Seal watching- Seaangling.
Bléndubyggd 9 | Tel. 892-3455 | osinn@simnet.is | Welcome.

Textile Museum

Open from 1 June to

31 August daily from 10-17.

Info: Tel. 452 4067 - textile@simnet.is - www.simnet.is/textile

Staff House of Blonduvirkjun Power Station
Open for visitors afternoons in June, July and August.
Further information www.landsvirkjun.is

At ffrbakki Hunabraut 2. Coffechouse in the heart of town.
Friendly, personal service. First-class refreshments.
Tel. 452 4678 | info@vidarbakkann.is | www.vidarbakkann.is

@ Tourist Information Centre and Blonduds Camp Site
First-class camp site. Tel. 452 4520.

infoblonduos@northwest.is | www.northwest.is



national costumes, and the ancient instruments used to make
them.A sea ice centre is located in Hillebrandtshus in the oldest
part of town, providing information about sea ice from various
different perspectives. Population 846.

FACILITIES IN BLONDUOS

Police: Hnjukabyggd 33, ) 455-2666.

Tourist Information Centre: By the camp site,

) 452-4520, infoblonduos@northwest.is
www.northwest.is www.nordurland.is
Accommodation:

Hétel Blénduds, Adalgata 6, ) 452-4205/898-1832,
Guesthouse, Blondubyggd 10, ) 892 -3455.

Guesthouse Blondubdl, Blondubyggd 9, ) 892 -3455,
osinn@internet.is

Gladheimar Chalets, Brautarhvammur, ) 820-1300,
larus@krakur.is

borsteinshus / apartment, Adalgata | 1, 864-6140.
Camping Site: By Ring Road no. |, J 820-1300.
Restaurants/Snack Bars:

Hétel Blonduds, Adalgata 6, ) 452-4205.

Skdlinn, shop and restaurant, J 467-1010.

Vié Arbakkann, coffee house, Hinabraut 2, ) 452-4678,
info@vidarbakkann.is www.vidarbakkann.is

Potturinn og Pannan, restaurant, ) 453-5060,
info@potturinn.is www.potturinn.is

Ljén nordursins, Café, Pub, Blondubyggd 9, ) 892-3455.
Leisure and Sport: Swimming pool, Hunabraut,

) 452-4451. Golf at Vatnahverfi, 9 holes, J 452-4980.
Gladheimar, ) 820-1300, goose and ptarmigan huntingangling.
Hospital/Pharmacy: Health Care Centre, ) 455-4100.
Pharmacy, ) 452-4385.

For Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Banks: Kaupping, Hinabraut 5, ) 455-2800, ATM.

Post Office: Hnjikabyggd 32, ) 580-1200.

State Alcohol Store: Adalgata 8, ) 452-4501.
Museums/Exhibition: Heimilisidonadarsafnid, Textile
Museum, ) 452-4067, open June | - Aug. 3| daily from 10-17,
or by arr,, textile@simnet.is www.simnet.is/textile

Sea Ice Exhibition Centre - Hillebrandt House, the oldest
wooden house in Iceland, J 452-4848, open June | -

Aug. 31 daily from |1-17. Eyvindarstofa at Restaurant Potturinn
og pannan, an exhibition dedicated to Fjalla-Eyvindur (Eyvindur
of the Mountains), the most famous Icelandic outlaw.
Places of Interest and Hikes:

Jonas Travel Group, Blondubyggd 9, ) 892-3455,

excursions, sealwatching, hunting, osinn@internet.is
Angling, hiking paths and horse rentals, contact

the Tourist Information Centre, ) 452-4520.

Events: Summer: Handicrafts Exhibition at the
Handicrafts Museum, golf tournament,

Small-town tournament in soccer. Iceland Championship in
Off-Road Driving. July: Hinavaka Festival. Outdoor market
at weekends in summer by restaurant "Ljon nordursins”.
Dance, movies, meetings, markets and conferences at

the community centre in Blénduds, ) 898-4685. Further
information at www.nordurland.is www.northwest.is

Open Mon.-Fri. 9-19

Hunabraut 4 Sat. 10-18 Sun. 13-17
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- SKAGASTROND -

Skagastrond is a village on a small cove along the west
coast of Skagi, demarcated on the north by Spakonufellshofdi
headland, a columnar basalt cliff, and on the south by a little
peninsula. Spakonufellshofdi is a protected area. The main
occupations of the residents of Skagastrond are fisheries, trade
and services. Iceland’s only country music bar is located here.
Kaffi Vidvik is located in Skagastrond, in a renovated old house
by the sea. The town's golf course is considered among the
best nine hole golf courses in the country. Population 523.

FACILITIES IN SKAGASTROND

Police: in Blénduds, ) 455-2666, Emergency |12
Accommodation: Fellsborg Community Centre, ) 452-2720.
Heimagisting, Hélabraut 25, ) 452-2625.

Skdlinn near Mt. Spékonufell, ) 864-4908,

. = o=
Fellsborg Community Centre, ) 452-2720. =
Snorraberg cottage, ) 517 -6200. =
Camping Site: By Holabraut, ) 455-2700. : = A e ————

Restaurant/Snack Bars:

Kéntrybaer, Holanesvegur, ) 452-2829.

Soluskdli, Oddagata, ) 452-2851.

Kaffi Bjarmanes, 3 692-9283.

Leisure and Sport:

Swimming pool, Einbuastig, ) 452-2806.

Golf at Haagerdi, 9 holes, ) 892-5089.

Marked hiking trails.

Health Care Centre: Bogabraut 7, ) 455-4100.
Pharmacy: At the Health Care Centre, ) 452-2717.

For Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Banks: Landsbanki, Hof8i, ) 410-4160.

Post Office: Hofdi, ) 580-1200.
Museums/Exhibition: Kantrysetur, Kantrybz. The story
of the Cowboy of the North, ) 452-2829, www.kantry.is
Events: June, first weekend: Seamen’s Weekend Festival.
August: Country Festival.

Further information, www.nordurland.is www.northwest.is

Open Mon.-Fri.9:30-18

Bogabraut 1 Sat. 10-14 Sun. 13-17

Skagastrond is surrounded by beautiful,
verdant nature and has a unique, vibrant
and thriving culture.

The music comes from a radio station run
by the “king of country”, the one and only
Hallbjérn Hjartarson.

The enticing aroma of food comes from
Kantrybaer — a restaurant beyond compare.

Visual artists have facilities in the Nes Artist Residency and the café in Bjarmanes is the pride of the
town. The camping grounds are particularly lovely, sheltered and spacious, with an attractive service
centre. There is plenty of room for trailers, caravans and other recreational vehicles — all free of charge.

Spakonufellshofdi is a popular outdoor recreation area with marked hiking paths and information
signs about birds and vegetation. On bright summer nights one can watch the midnight sun dip below
the horizon in the north.

- SKAGAFJORDUR -

Skagafjordur municipality was formed with the merging
of Il rural districts in 1998. Skagafjordur is one of the
most historically famous districts in Iceland, particularly for
Sturlungadldin (The Sturlung Era). Population 4,077.

Spakonufell is a striking mountain that rises above the town, onto which there are many hiking paths,
one of which is marked. Spékonufell and Spakonufellshdfdi are named in memory of bordis spdkona
("pordis the prophetess”), a settler and a legendary person of Skagastrond.

Héagerdisvdllur is a pretty — and demanding — nine-hole golf course.

3 Arnarstapi. Hill beside the Ring Road on the edge of - 3 )
More information on www.golf.is/gsk.

Vatnsskard, offering a good view over most of Skagafjordur.
A memorial has been set up there to poet Stephan G.
Stephansson (1853-1927), who was born at nearby Kirkjuhol
but emigrated to Canada with his parents at an early age

znd contnued (o write much-adored poctry in lelndic Welcome to THE MUNICIPALITY OF SKAGASTROND
e memorial, made of piled rock, was designed by artist 2
Rikardur Jonsson (1888-1977) and adorned with three relief SkagaStrond www.skagastrond.is

works by him.




or : Riding Tours and
Lytlngsstaélr Riding Holidays

g Daily Horse Rental 1-4 hours
- Rd. # 752, follow signs from
Varmahlid

Tel: 453 8064, 893 3817
info@lythorse.com,
www.lythorse.com

3 Vidimyri. Church site just east of Vatnsskard, home
of one of the main families involved in the civil war of the
13th century. The turf church dates from 1834 and has
been ex-tensively restored to its original form. It is widely
considered one of the purest and most beautiful examples
of traditional Icelandic architecture.

3 Glaumbaer is a church site and vicarage. Snorri
borfinnsson, son of borfinnur karlsefni and Gudridur
borbjarnardéttir, who was the first European child born
in North America, is said to have lived there in the |Ith
century. On the site is a turf farm that is part of the National
Museum of Iceland’s building collection and which houses
the first-ever exhibition set up by the Skagafjordur Folk
Museum. There are 13 farmhouses in total, dating back to
the 18th and 19th centuries.

3 Reykir on Reykjastrond. Farmland north of
Saudarkrokur by a low headland. Grettir the Strong came
ashore here after swimming 4 miles from Drangey island to
fetch fire. He is said to have warmed himself in the hot pool
(Grettislaug) on the beach head, which has been re-walled.
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3 Hegranesping. Ancient local assembly site just off the
Ring Road by Gardur farm, where ruins of booths can be
clearly seen. Features in several Sagas.

3 Drangey. Sheer rock pillar almost 200 m high, rising
from the middle of Skagafjordur fiord. In olden times it was
called the pantry of the people of Skagafjordur,” because
the locals caught birds and gathered eggs. It is known that
some 200,000 birds were caught there one spring.Grettir
the Strong and his brother lllugi spent three years in self-
imposed exile on Drangey, which can only be ascended at
one spot, until they were killed by their enemies.The outline
of their refuge can still be seen.

3 Flugumyri. Church site in Blonduhlig, at the foot of
Mt. Glodafeykir. It was the home of one of the main families
involved in the [3th century civil war, when 25 people
were burned to death at a wedding celebration in an act
of vengeance.

% Orlygsstadir. Ruins just above the Ring Road by
Vidivellir in Blonduhlid, site of the largest battle in Icelandic
history on August 21, 1238. Almost 3,000 people from
three clans clashed there, and 56 died. The battle marked
the decline of the Sturlung family (whose most famous
member was Saga writer Snorri Sturluson) in the power
struggle which brought anarchy to Iceland and eventually
cost the nation its independence, when Norwegian rule was
accepted in 1261.

e
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Enjoy the adventure of

Skagafjorou

® Skagafjiraur invites you to delight in the adventure of a
lifetime: sailing down a glacier river, horseback riding trip,
trekking a mountain, luxuriating in awesome nature, or
enjoying other leisure activities that the district offers.

o History, singing, cheer and good food are always close at
hand in Skagafjirdur.

o Uisit us, or call the Tourist Information Centre at Uarmahlid
- we’re open year-round.

Welcome to Skagafjordur




3 Miklibaer. Church site known from both historical records
and folklore. The present church is modern, consecrated in 1973.
Poet Bolu-Hjélmar (1796-1875) is buried in the cemetery.

3 Bola. Farm in Blonduhlid, best known for its association
with poet Hjalmar Jonsson (Bélu-Hjalmar) who lived there
from 1833-1843 in appalling poverty, which is the subject
of much of his verse. A memorial to him has been erected
there. Above the farm is Bolugil gully, which features in folk
tales.

% Abaer. Stone church way inland in Austurdalur, Skagafjrdur,
consecrated in 1922. The area has become uninhabited and
the church has no parishioners, but a service is still held there
once a year for people with local roots.

FACILITIES IN SKAGAFJORDUR

558. Skagasel Travel Service, Hvalneslaekur,

) 453-6408 /847-8305.

559. Stéra-Vatnsskard, ) 453-8152.

560. Steinsstadir Travel Service, ) 453-8812/899-8762,
561. Bakkaflot, ) 453-8245.

bakkaflot@islandia.is www.bakkaflot.com

562. Lytingsstadir, ) 453-8064,

lythorse@simnet.is www.lythorse.com

563. Solvanes, ) 453-8068.

565. Sydsta Grund, Akrahreppur, ) 453-8262.

566. Flugumyri, ) 453-8814/895-8814,

568. Keldudalur, ) 453-6533/453-6233.

574. Lonkot, ) 453-7432.

575. Akrar i Fljgtum, ) 467-1054.

576. Sélgardaskdli i Fljotumn, ) 467-1040/1054.

580. Bjarnargil Travel Service, ) 467-1030.

Camping Sites: 560. Steinsstadir Travel Service, ) 453-8812.
561. Bakkaflot, ) 453-8245. 574. Lénkot, ) 453-7432.
The camping sites in Varmahlid, 1455-6161/861-7697.
Lauftin by Varmahlid ) 453-8133.
Restaurant/Snack Bars:

Askaffi at Glaumbzer, J 453-8855.

Bakkaflot, ) 453-8245.

Sélva-Bar, Lénkot, ) 453-7432.

Swimming Pools: 560. Steinsstadir, ) 453-8812.
561. Bakkaflot, ) 453-8245.

542. Sélgardar, ) 467-1033.

Leisure and Sport:

Golf at Lonkot, ) 453-7432,

various events over summer, art shows and country market.
Hestasport - /vintyraferdir, ) 453-8383, river rafting

and horse rental. info@rafting.is www.rafting.is

Ski area Tindastoll, ) 453-6664.

Lytingsstadir, JRoad no. 752), J 453-8064, horse rental,
riding tours, lythorse@simnet.is  www.lythorse.com
Flugumyri ) 453-8814, horse shows, riding tours,
Varmilzekur, ) 898-7756/453-8021,The Icelandic Horse Show,
Bakkaflét, ) 453-8245, river-rafting.

bakkaflot@islandia.is www.bakkaflot.com

Marked hiking trails to Mzlifellshnjdkur, Tindastoll,
Molduxi, and Hoélabyr&a mountains and to Cape
bordarhofdi.

Organized riding tours and horse rentals, contact the
Tourist Information Centre at Varmahlid, ) 455-6161.
Museum/Churches:

Glaumbeer, Regional Folk Museum,

) 453-6173. Open daily June | - Sept 20 from 9-18, or
by arrangement; exhibitions also at Minjahusid, Saudar-
krokur, and The Icelandic Emigration Center at Hofsos.
Glaumbzar church, info on opening hours at Glaumbaer
museum. Vidimyri church, 3 530-2200. One of Iceland’s
oldest turf churches, open June | - Aug. 31 from 9-18
or by arrangem. Grof and Sjavarborg Churches.
Skagafjorour Museum of Transport, Storagerdi,

) 845-7400/848-7817, open daily Junel7 — Sept. |

from 13-18 at other times by arrangement.

Events:

April 26 - May 3, Week of Culture in Skagafjordur.

Sept 26, The renowned round-up at Laufskdlarétt.
“Tekid til kostanna” in the riding

hall at Saudarkrokur, International horse show.

Further information at www.skagafjordur.is

- VARMAHLID -

Varmahlid, a village in Skagafjordur municipality southeast
of Reykjarhdll, still exists on local services and catering that
began in 1931.A school, services to the agricultural industry,
shops and tourist services are also important to the
economy. Greenhouse market gardening and reforestation
are other activities in this geothermal area that provides
heating for houses. Skagafjordur natural history museum is

Food Chest Skagafjorour

Skagafjorour is renowned for its food. This is where
diverse forms of agriculture meet a vibrant seafood
processing industry. The project Food Chest Skagafjéréur
is designed to boost culinary tourism in the area and
the Food Chest Skagafjordur brand is meant to draw
attention to food produced wholly or in part in the
Skagafjorour area. Look for the Food Chest Skagafjorour
brand - and enjoy what Skagafjérdur has to offer!

AROUND ICELAND

located in Varmahlid. A delightful outdoor recreation area
may be found in the Reykjarhlid forest, above the town.The
Varmahli® area offers diverse leisure activities, such as river
rafting, horse riding and horse shows. Population 138.

FACILITIES IN VARMAHLID

Tourist Information Centre: ) 455-6161, open daily
June | —June 14 and Aug. 16 — Sept. Ifrom 9-17, open daily
June 15 —Aug. 15 from 9-19, Sept.-May from 10 -15, further
info at www.visitskagafjordur.is upplysingar@skagafjordur.is
Accommodation: Hétel Varmahlid, ) 453-8170,
info@hotelvarmahlid.is www.hotelvarmahlid.is

Lauftin, ) 453-8133.

Hestasport-Summerhouses, ) 453-8383, info@riding.is
Orlofshus, chalets by Reykjarhéll,  453-6880/897-3150.
Camping Site: Varmahlid ) 455-6161

Lauftin by Varmahlid, ) 453-8133.

Restaurant/Snack Bar: Hétel Varmahlid, ) 453-8170.
Co-op store KS, ) 455-4680.

Leisure and Sport: Swimming pool, J 453-8824.
Hestasport and Activity tours, ) 453-8383,

info@riding.is www.riding.is

JRI Super Jeep Travel, ) 453-8219/892 -1852,

tours across the Skagafjordur highland.

Marked hiking path to Reykjarhdll hill.

Motorist Service: Filling station and car wash.

Bank: Kaupping, ATM ) 455-5334.

Local Handicrafts: Icelandic handicraft for sale

at the Tourist Information Centre, ) 455-6161,
upplysingar@skagafjordur.is

Transportation: Hépferdamidstédin, 3 587-6000,
Scheduled coach service Reykjavik-Varmahlid-Akureyri

and to Saudarkrokur, www.trex.is

Sudurleidir, ) 453-6806/892-4433, group coach trips

to anywhere in Iceland.

- SAUDARKROKUR -

Saudarkroékur is the largest town in northwest lceland
and the only town in the Skagafjordur municipality. Located
along the southwest shore on the innermost part of
Skagafjordur fijord, settlement began in 1871.The town has
diverse services and activities on offer, including exhibitions,

~ www.hotelvarmahlid.is
A

HOTEL VARMAHLID
Varmahlid - 560 Varmahlid

© 453 8170 - info@hotelvarmahlid.is

museums, clubs, shops, restaurants, accommodation,
hospitals, auto workshop, sports playing field, volleyball
court, swimming pool, and more.The shop Verslun Haraldar
Jaliussonar, which has been operated without interruption
since 1919, is located in Adalgata. The Minjahisi® museum
is also located in Adalgata; it exhibits four small workshops
from the past, among other things. The slopes above the
town are called Nafir and have a series of ancient beach
ridges. On the slopes there is also an orientation disk, from
which one can enjoy the view over the fjord, and a golf
course. East of Saudarkrokur there is a black sand beach
some 4 km long, called Borgarsandur. Slightly to the south,
by Ashildarholtsvatn lake, is an area with vibrant bird life
and bird information signs. The estuaries of Héradsvotn, and
Miklavatn and Ashildarholtsvatn, just south of Saudarkrokur,
also have a teeming bird life. The number of bird species
rivals that of Lake Myvatn. Population 2,598.

FACILITIES IN SAUDARKROKUR

Police: Sudurgata |, ) 455-3366.

Local Tourist Information:

Minjahsid, Adalgata 16b, ) 453-6870, open in
summer |4-18, at other times by arrangement,
upplysingar@skagafjordur.is

Accommodation:

*#¥Hotel Tindastoll, Lindargata 3, ) 453-5002,
smi@simnet.is www.hoteltindastoll.com

Gh. Mikligaréur, Kirkjutorg 3, ) 453-6880/891-9147,
gistiheimilid550@simnet.is www.mikligardur.is

Gh. Kotid, Kaupvangstorg, ) 453-5122/860-1275.
Camping Site: By the swimming pool, ) 455-6161.
Restaurants/Snack Bars: Kadffi Krokur, Adalgata 16,
) 453-6299. Abr, Artorg, 3 455-7070.

Fosshotel Aning, ) 453-6717.

Olafshis, Adalgata 15, 3 453-6454.

Saudarkroksbakari, Adalgata 5, ) 455-5000.
Shell-sport, Skagfir8ingabraut 49, ) 453-6666.
Leisure and Sport: Swimming pool, ) 453-5226.
Golf at Hlidarendavéllur, 9 holes, ) 453-5075.
breksport, fitness center, ) 453 6363.

Skotfélagid Osmann, shooting range, ) 845-9391.

Ski Lodge, Tindastdll, ) 453-6707.

Topphestar- horse rental, J866-3973/868-1776.
Krékaleidir, snowmobile rental,) 453-5065.

pa 2.
HOTEL TINDASTOLL
Lindargata 3 - 550 Saudarkrokur

2 453 5002 - Fax 453 5388 - sml@simnet.is
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MIKLIGARDUR
IEI Kirkjutorg 3 - 550 Saudarkrékur
© 453 6880 - gistiheimilid550@simnet.is

Hospital: by Spitalastigur, J 455-4000.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Holavegur 16, ) 453-5700.
State Alcohol Store: Smaragrund 2, ) 453-5990.
Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Banks: Kaupping, Skagfirdingabraut and in
Skagfirdingabid, ATMs, J 453-5300,
Landsbankinn, Sudurgdtu 1, ) 410-4161,ATM.
Sparisjodur Skagafjardar, Skagfir8ingabraut 9a,
) 455-5555.

Post Office: Kirkjutorg 5, 453-5100.
Museums/Exhibitions:

Skagafjérdur District Archives, Faxatorg,

) 452-6640, www.skagafjordur.is/skjalasafn
Skagafjordur District Library, Faxatorg,

) 453-5424, www.skagafjordur.is/bokasafn
www.skagafjordur.is/skjalasafn

Skagafjordur District Art Museum, Faxatorg, J 453-6640.
Minjahusid, ABalgata 16b, ) 453-6870, regional museum.
Eldsmidja Ingimundar Jblacksmith’s shop),

Sudurgata 5,  453-5020.

Places of Interest and Hiking:

Cruises to Drangey rockstacks and Glerhallavik cove on a
boat from Saudarkrékur or Reykir, information at Fagranes,
J 453-6503/846-8150/852-9003.

Malmeyjarferdir, ) 453-7380/892-2881.

Marked hiking trails.

Transportation: Flugfélagid Ernir, J 453-6888/562-4200,
Alexander Airport, scheduled flight service Reykjavik-
Saudarkrokur, www.ernir.is

Hépferdamidstédin, ) 587-6000, Scheduled coach service,
Siglufjordur-Varmahlid-Reykjavik-Akureyri, www.trex.is
Events: April 26 - May 3, Week of Culture in Skagafjordur.
Further information at www.skagafjordur.is

- HOLAR IN HJALTADALUR -

Holar is one of Iceland’s best-known historical sites. It was
the seat of the Bishop from |106-1801, as well as the main
regional centre during that period. The current cathedral
at Holar was consecrated in 1763, and has since been
restored to its original state. It is made of red sandstone
that was transported from Holabyrdi above the town. A turf
farmhouse dates from 1854, and was still occupied until the
middle of the 20th century. An agricultural school has been
operated at Holar since 1882.The school’s focus has changed
over time and it is now an institution of higher learning. The
Holar University College specialises in tourism studies, horse
breeding and riding, as well as aquaculture and fish biology.
Archaeological excavation has been underway at Holar in
recent years and over 40,000 objects have been discovered.
Some of them are exhibited in the old school building. Visitors
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can take a “walk through history” on a marked trail, and visit
an exhibition relating to the Icelandic horse. Population 115.

& Hélar in Hjaltadalur. A path marked with signposts has
been set up at the ancient Episcopal see of Holar in Hjaltadalur.
Each of the 14 signposts is numbered, referring to a descriptive
text in the tour-booklet. This historical tour takes an hour at an
easy pace. The tour can be extended by going half-way up the
slopes of Mt. Holabyrdi from Prestsszti (the Priest’s seat, signpost
no. | 1), which takes an hour or two, for a look at a natural bowl
deposited by an avalanche. It is called Gvendarskal (Gvendur’s
Bowl) and inside it stands a rock known as Gvendur’s Altar. Both
are associated with 12th century Bishop Gudmundur Arason
the Good (1160-1237), nicknamed Gvendur; who became a kind
of vagrant leading a band of followers. The outline of an ancient
wall can clearly be seen in the boulders below the bowl, said to
be where the bishop walked when heavy snow filled the valley.
Many ancient paths lead from Hijaltadalur and nearby valleys
over the Trollaskagi massif into the neighbouring Eyjafjiordur, but
hikers should note that they are all rather long, and some have
difficult terrain.

FACILITIES IN HJALTADALUR

Local Tourist Information:

) 455-6333, fax 455-6301, tourist@holar.is www.holar.is
Accommodation: 570. Holar Travel Service, summer-
houses, flats and accommodation in the old school building,
) 455-6333, tourist@holaris www.holar.is

Camping Site:

570. In Hélaskégur, the reforestation area, ) 455-6333.
Snack Bar: Undir Byrdunni, ) 455-6333.

Leisure and Sport:

Swimming pool, hot pot and sauna, angling pond

and horse rental, further information, ) 455-6333.
Handicrafts:

Souvenir shop in information center in Summer.
Museums/Exhibitions:

The Iceland horse heritage museum, ) 455-6300, the
museum is designed to be an international centre of
knowledge and information about the history of the Iceland
horse, www.sogusetur.is

Gudbrandsstofnun, ) 453-6300/455-6300,
www.holar.is/gudbrandsstofnun

Places of Interest and Hiking: Holar church,
guided tour 9-17, ) 455-6333. Services all Sundays at | I.
History Walk, marked hiking trail. Local guiding. The Holar
Excavation — archaeological excavation at Holar. At Holar,
the ground stores great relics of Icelandic ecclesiastical
and national history. Tourists can observe the excavation
and scholars explain the research.

Events: August 7-9, concerts in the Holar cathedral,
family outings, trout buffet, family reunions, conferences,
“ghost walk”, various fun events.

See Calendar of Events at www.holar.is or in Info Centre.

- HOFSOS -

Hofsés is a small village on the eastern shore of Skagafjérdur
fiord.At one time it was the region’s main trading centre, and
is one of the oldest still existing. Pakkhusi®d in Hofsés is an
old warehouse from the days of the Danish trade monopoly
that has been restored and now houses the Skagafjordur
Regional Folk Museum. It is believed that trading began there
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in the |16th century. In addition, a local museum, The Icelandic
Emigration Centre, has been opened where the emigration of
Icelanders to North America is recounted. There you'll find
various exhibitions connected to the migration of Icelanders
to America and their way of living on the new continent.
The old centre of Hofsos is being rebuilt and has regained
the charm of an old bustling commercial community and is
definitely worth a closer look. The shoreline at Hofsos is
also well worth exploring, particularly because of the very
beautiful columnar basalt formations. Population 183.

3 Grof. Farm on Hof&astrond, just south of Hofsos,
birthplace of Hallgrimur Pétursson (1614-1674), Iceland’s
most celebrated religious poet. The small turf church there
contains remnants of the oldest place of worship in the
country.

FACILITIES IN HOFSOS

Police: at Saudarkrokur ) 453-6666. Emergency: |12
Accommodation: Prestabakki, Karastigur,

Gh. Sunnuberg, ) 453-7310/893-0220.

www.hofsos.is gisting@hofsos.is

Camping Site: By the primary school, ) 453-7367.
Restaurants/Snack Bars: Solvik, ) 453-7930.
Sigtn, Sudurbraut, ) 453-7393.

Health Care Centre: Sudurbraut 15, ) 453-7354.
For Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Bank: Kaupping, ) 453-7400.

Local Handicrafts: Sélvik, ) 453-7930.

The Icelandic Emigration Center, J 453-7935.

The Icelandic Flag-sewing Factory, ) 453-7366.

The handicrafts group Fléttan, ) 453-7422.
Museums/Exhibitions:

The Icelandic Emigration Center in Hofds, ) 453-7935,
fax 453-7936. The office is open all year at regular office
hours.The exhibitions are open daily June | —Sep | I1-18,
at other times by arrangement. The Icelandic Emigration
Center houses a genealogical and information service,
a library and exhibitions on Icelandic emigration to
North America, hofsos@hofsos.is www.hofsos.is
Kolkués ses, www.kolkuos.is

Events: June, Mid Summer Festival

The Icelandic Emigration
Center in Hofsos

Attractive and hospitable exhibits in three
imposing buildings by the harbor.

The exhibits trace the history of
Icelanders’ emigration to North America.

Tel: 453 7935 - hofsos@hofsos.is - www.hofsos.is
Open every day from june 1 to September 1

AROUND ICELAND






