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Gálgaklettar.

- Grindavík -
Grindavík is the largest community in south Reykjaness 
peninsula. During the Middle Ages, German and English 
merchants sailed to Grindavík. In 1627 Turkish pirates raided 
the community and placed many of the locals into captiv_ity. 
Fishing has always been the foundation of its economy, 
though it is both difficult and dangerous work. A memorial 
by sculptor Ragnar Kjartansson is dedicated to those 
seamen from Grindavík who have drowned. Sólarvé Park on 
the outskirts of town is in itself an environmental work of 
art, patterned on ancient architecture. Population 2,849.

Facilities

Police: Víkurbraut 25,  112,  420-2400.
Local Tourist Information: 
The Icelandic Saltfish Museum, Hafnargata12a,
 420-1190, fax 420-1199. Open all year,
oskar@saltfisksetur.is   hronn@saltfisksetur.is
www.grindavik.is
Accommodation:
Northern Light Inn,  Grindavíkurvegur 1,  426-8650,
www.nli.is
Borg B&B, Borgarhraun 2, 895-8686/896-8685, 
fax 426-8696,  bjorksv@hive.is
Guesthouse Fiskanes, Hafnargata 17-19, Studio-Apartments,

 897-6388, eikil@isl.is
Arctic B&B, Sjónarhóll,  691-1818.
Camping site: By Austurvegur,  420-1190,
oskar@saltfisksetur.is   www.saltfisksetur.is
Restaurants/Snack Bars: 
Lukku Láki, Hafnargata 6,  426-9999/699-2665. 
Salthúsið, Stamphólsvegur 9,  426-9700/899-7060.
Restaurant Brim, Hafnargata 9,  426-8570/894-0260.
Mamma Mía, Víkurbraut 31,  426-7860/893-5265.
Aðal-Braut, Víkurbraut 31,  426-7222.
Northern Light Inn,  426-8650, fax 426-8651.
Bakery: Hérastubbur, Gerðavellir 17,  426-8111.
Leisure/Sport: 
Swimming pool by Austurvegur,  426-7555. 
Golf, Húsatóftavöllur, 18 holes,  426-8720/660-7303.
ATV Adventures, Jakob Sigurðsson,   857-3001, 
all-terrain vehicles, jakobsig@visir.is	
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grindavík.

Guesthouse Fiskanes 
Hafnargata 17 - 19  240 Grindavík

STUDIO - APARTMENTS

Tel. 897-6388              eikil@isl.is

Gálgaklettar (Gallow Cliffs) is the name of distinctive cliffs near Stafnes. Verbal accounts sug-
gest that they were formerly a site for executions. Nearby is the place known as Lögrétta (Court of 
Legislature), where criminals may have been sentenced. The accounts claim that a tree was laid 
between the cliffs and that hangings took place there, and that the corpses were subsequently thrown 
into a hollow beneath one of the cliffs, which was then covered with rocks. No formal documentation 
confirms the accounts of these executions, nor have human bones been found which would confirm 
them. Physical punishment and capital punishment were incorporated into Icelandic legislation in 
the 13th century and not abolished until 1928. The last execution took place in 1830 in Húnavatnssýsla 
district. The Icelandic constitution bans capital punishment from being implemented again.

Sandgerði
Within reach

Welcome!
Only 40 minutes drive from Reykjavik

and only 6 minutes from Ke�avik Airport.

Sandgerði has a Nature Research Centre – The Suðurnes University Research Centre 
and the Exhibition “The Attraction of the Poles”.  In Sandgerði there is also 

an art gallery, Artcentrum, a sports centre, summer houses, 
a 9-hole golf course and much more.  For more information log on to:

www.sandgerdi.is or call 423-7551

Víkurbraut 60
(  426-8065 

Open weekdays 10-19
Sat. 10-18  Sun. 12-18  
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Arctic Hestar,  691-1818, horse rental.
Blue Lagoon,  420-8800 fax 420-8801.
lagoon@lagoon.is www.bluelagoon.is
Health Care Centre:
Víkurbraut 62,  426-7000.
Pharmacy:
Lyfja,Víkurbraut 62,  426-8770.
For Motorists:
Filling stations, garage, tyre repair.
Car Rental:
Rás, Víkurbraut 17,  426-7100. 
Bank:
Landsbanki, Víkurbraut 56,  410-4143, ATM.
Sparisjóður, Víkurbraut 62,  426-9000, ATM.
Post Office:
Víkurbraut 25,  426-8000.
State Alcohol Store:
Víkurbraut 62,  426-8787.
Local Handicrafts:
Gallerí Sjólist, Verbraut 3,  893-3712, paintings, ceramics, 
sjolist@simnet.is   www.sjolist.is 
Gallerý Gestshús,  849-1703/ 868-9196, in the oldest
house in Grindavík, open daily 13-17.
Museum/Exhibition: 
The Icelandic Saltfish Museum, Hafnargata 12a, 
 420-1190, fax 420-1199, open all year.
oskar@saltfisksetur.is  hronn@saltfisksetur.is
www.saltfisksetur.is
The Icelandic Saltfish Museum – Exhibition Hall, 
Hafnargata 6,  420-1190, fax 420-1199, open daily 11-18, 
hronn@saltfisksetur.is   www.saltfisksetur.is
Sightseeing/Hiking: 
ATV Adventures,  857-3001, info@4x4.is  www.4x4.is
Anna and Sólveig,  426-9077/898-6162/866-4567, local 
guides.
Guided tours to caves around Grindavík,
 420-1190/895-0046, www.hellaferdir.is   info@hellaferdir.is
Grindavíkurferðir, Þosteinn Kristjánsson,
 820-5750/426-7039,
Margrét Erlingsdóttir,  824-0589, grdferdir@internet.is
Sea Angling, Excursions,  893-2999, vikurhraun@simnet.is
Transportation: 
SBK,  562-1011/420-6000, scheduled services between 
Grindavík, and Reykjavík. 

- Blue Lagoon -
Blue Lagoon is Iceland’s most unique and popular 
attraction, located only 40 minutes from Reykjavík and 20 
minutes from Keflavík International Airport. Guests enjoy 
bathing and relaxing in geothermal seawater; known for 
its positive effects on the skin. A visit to the Blue Lagoon 
promotes harmony between body, mind and spirit, and 
enables you to soak away the stresses of modern life.
In addition to bathing in the lagoon guests have 
access to a sauna with a view of the lagoon and a steam 
bath with white walls that resemble silica mud. Guests can 
also stand beneath a waterfall for an energizing massage.  
Blue Lagoon spa treaments and massages take place 
both inside and in the lagoon, in the open air, and allow you 
to experience the lagoon’s unique natural environment while 
enjoying the in-water treatment. 
The Exclusive Bath and Lounge is an option for 
guests looking for more privacy. This novelty features private 
changing rooms, a modernly designed lounge with a fireplace 
and a reserved indoor lagoon. 
The new, elegant Lava Restaurant at Blue Lagoon 
offers a unique dining experience. It is built into the cliff so 
it features a natural lava wall, adding to its uniqueness. The 
meals are delicious, inventive and the menu ranges from light 
dishes to gourmet meals.  Blue Café offers spectacular 
view over the lagoon and Lagoon Bar serves gests bathing 
in the lagoon. 
Shopping is easy at the Blue Lagoon shop, offering the 
complete Blue Lagoon skin care line and selected gift items 
and souvenirs. Tax free available.

Facilities

Police:  112/420-2400.
Accommodation: Blue Lagoon - Clinic,  420-8806.
Restaurant/Snack Bar: 
Lava Restaurant & Bar 420 8800. 
Blue Café 420 880. 
Lagoon Bar   420 8800.
Leisure/Sport: Blue Lagoon,  426-8800,
open Sept 1 - May 31 10-20, June 1-Aug. 31 8-21. 
Visitors can remain in the Lagoon 45 minutes after closing. 

 www.bluelagoon.is
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G
HEIMAGISTING BORG - GUESTHOUSE BORG

Borgarhraun 2 - 240 Grindavík
� 895 8686, 896 8685 - Fax 426 8696 - bjorksv@hive.is
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0,5
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Reykjavík
Reykjavík and the six surrounding municipalities form what is 
often called Greater Reykjavík. Greater Reykjavík is home to 
almost three out of every five Icelanders. Of Iceland´s total 
population of 319.756, some 201,585 live in Greater Reykjavík. 
The different municipalities of Greater Reykjavík seem to 
merge into a single unit with no natural boundaries between 
them. Together they house virtually all the main administrative 
and commercial institutions in Iceland, and the greater part of 
the nation´s services and cultural attractions. 
The communities neighbouring Reykjavík are not suburbs, but 
independent municipalities that have grown up alongside it with 
their own character and local services, although many of their 
inhabitants work in the capital. Reykjavík has three relatively 
large residential suburbs within its own city boundaries, 
where more than half its population live: Árbær, Breiðholt and 
Grafarvogur. 
Apart from Reykjavík, the communities that form Greater 
Reykjavík are Mosfellsbær to the northeast; Kópavogur, Garðabær, 
the small parish of Bessastaðahreppur, and Hafnarfjörður to 
the south; and Seltjarnarnes on the westernmost tip of the 
peninsula on which Reykjavík is situated. 

Reykjavík is the capital of Iceland and, with 117,720 inhabitants, 
is home to 38% of the country´s total population. As capital, 
it is the focus of business, communications, government 
administration, and educational, social and health services, as 
well as offering more cultural attractions and entertainment 
than anywhere else. Most of its population are employed in 
trade and services, although there is a wide variety of light 
industry. Reykjavík is also, perhaps surprisingly, one of the most 
important fishing ports in the country.
When Ingólfur Arnarson, Iceland´s first settler, approached the 
south coast in 874, he threw overboard the high-seat pillars 
he had taken with him from Norway and vowed to make his 
home where the Gods washed them ashore. He found them 
in a place he named Reykjavík, “Smoky Bay,” after steam he 
saw rising from hot springs. In spite of its name, Reykjavík is 
a completely smoke-free city, since all houses are heated by 
geothermal water.
Reykjavík remained only a handful of farmhouses until the middle 
of the 18th century, when a small community began to grow up 
around the wool-dyeing, weaving and rope-making factories set 
up by High Sheriff Skúli Magnússon (1711-1794). It was granted 
a municipal charter in 1786, then with a population of 170, but 
over the following decades various legislative, administrative, 
ecclesiastical and educational institutions gradually moved to, 
or were established in, this developing urban centre. The capital 
had 5,000 inhabitants at the beginning of the twentieth century 
and has been growing at a much faster rate than the national 
population, especially in the post-World War II period. Part 
of the charm of Reykjavík, however, is that although it is large 
enough to offer high international standards of service, it is still 
small enough to have a friendly “village” feel about it.
Besides its numerous cultural and entertainment attractions, 
there are plenty of ideal natural leisure areas for strollers and 
ramblers in the city itself, such as Öskjuhlíð Hill, the Laugardalur 
gardens, the area around the Tjörnin Lake, and the valley where 
the Elliðaá salmon river runs. On the outskirts of town is 
the Heiðmörk Nature Reserve, where the exceptionally lush 
trees and vegetation (by Icelandic standards anyway) make it a 
favourite picnic spot among people from Greater Reykjavík.

Elliðaárdalur Valley.
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H
HÓTEL LOFTLEIÐIR
v/Hlíðarfót - 101 Reykjavík 

� 444 4500 - Fax 444 4501 - icehotels@icehotels.is

220

www.icehotels.is

H
NORDICA HOTEL

Suðurlandsbraut 2 - 108 Reykjavík 
� 444 5000 - Fax 444 5001 - icehotels@icehotels.is

244

1,3

www.icehotels.is

DOMUS APARTMENTS
Laugavegur 105 - 101 Reykjavík 

� 561 1200 - Fax 561 1201 - domus@simnet.is

60 11

11

0,3

DOMUS GUESTHOUSE
Hverfisgata 45 - 101 Reykjavík

� 561 1200 - Fax 561 1201 - domus@simnet.is

36 26

0,5

G

H HÓTEL BJÖRK
Brautarholt 22-24 - 105 Reykjavík 

� 511 3777 - Fax 511 3776 - bjork@keahotels.is

100 55

55

www.keahotels.is
152 152

2

152

HÓTEL CABIN
Borgartún 32 - 105 Reykjavík 

� 511 6030 - Fax 511 6031 - booking@hotelcabin.is

H

G
GESTHÚS DÚNA

Suðurhlíð 35d - 105 Reykjavík 
� 588 2100 - Fax 588 2102 - ghduna@simnet.is

42 22

15

www.islandia.is/duna

G
BUTTERFLY GUESTHOUSE

Ránargata 8A - 101 Reykjavík, � 894 1864
butterfly@simnet.is - www.kvasir.is/butterfly

* Sjónvarp í
sameiginlegu
rými.

1

* 0,5
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Friendlier all 
    around Iceland

Friendlier all 
    around Iceland

Friendlier all 
    around Iceland

Hotels

**** Hótel Loftleiðir, Icelandair Hotels, Reykjavíkurflugvöllur, 

 444-4500. 

**** Hilton Reykjavik Nordica, Icelandair Hotels,                 

Suðurlandsbraut 2,   444-5000. 

****Radisson SAS, Hótel Saga, Hagatorg,  525-9900. 

****Grand Hótel Reykjavík, Reykjavík Hotels, Sigtún 38,

 514-8000. 

****Centerhotel Skjaldbreið, Laugavegur 16,                 

 595-8500. 

****Hótel Borg, Kea Hotels, Pósthússtræti 11,              

 551-1440.

****Hótel Óðinsvé, við Óðinstorg,  511-6200.

****Radison SAS 1919, Pósthússtræti 2,  599-1000.

*** Park Inn Island, Ármúli 9,  595-7000.

***Centerhotel Klöpp, Klapparstígur 26,  595-8500. 

***Hótel Frón, Klapparstígur 35a,  511-4666. 

***Hótel Reykjavík, Reykjavík Hotels, Rauðarárstígur 37,

 514-7000. 

***Fosshótel Barón, Barónsstígur 2-4,  562-3204. 

***Fosshótel Lind, Rauðarárstígur 18,  562-3350. 

***Hótel Björk, Kea Hotels, Brautarholt 22,  511-3777.

***Metropolitan Hotel, Ránagata 4 a,  511-1155. 

***Hótel Vík, Síðumúli 19,  588-5588.

** Inns of Iceland, Flóki Inn, Flókagata 1,  552-1155. 

**Gh. Sigríðar, Viðarhöfði 2,  699-7885. 

**Gh. Baldursbrá, Laufásvegur 41,  552-6646.

**Gh. Snorra, Snorrabraut 61,  552-0598. 

Centerhotel Þingholt, Þingholtsstræti 5,  595-8500. 

Centerhotel Arnarhvoll, Ingólfsstræti 1,  595-8500.

Centerhotel Plaza, Aðalstræti 4,  595-8500.

Hótel Cabin, Borgartún 32,  511-6030. 

Fosshótel Suðurgata, Suðurgata 121,  562-4018. 
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Facilities - the capital area 541 252

252

1

HÓTEL CABIN
Borgartún 32 - 105 Reykjavík 

� 511 6030 - Fax 511 6031 - booking@hotelcabin.is

H

www.hotelcabin.is

105 56

56

H HÓTEL BORG
Pósthússtræti 11 - 101 Reykjavík

� 551 1440 - hotelborg@hotelborg.is - www.hotelborg.is

G ALABORG APARTMENTS
Spítalastígur 10 - 101 Reykjavík

� 861 3320 - Fax 586 8357 alaborg@alaborg.is

www.alaborg.is

G

36 10

3

0,5

Freyjugata 24 - 101 Reykjavík - � 552 5515,
899 1773 - book@aurorahouse.is - www.aurorahouse.is

aurora -gh.  23.2.2007  16:14  Page 1

guesthouse AURÓRA HÓTEL VÍKH
)

REYKJAVÍK CITY HOSTEL-FARFUGLAHEIMILIÐ
Sundlaugavegur 34 - 105 Reykjavík

� 553 8110 - reykjavik@hostel.is

166 28

0.1

www.hostel.is

reykajv.-city-hostel  26.2.2007  14:15  Page 1

home apartmentsG
Skólastræti 1 - 101 Reykjavík

 896 5665 - Fax 561 5570 - home@homereykjavik.is

5

12

2

5

www.homereykjavik.is
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Hótel Reykjavik Centrum, Aðalstræti 16,  514-6000. 

Centerhotel Plaza, Aðalstræti 4,  595-8500.

Hótel Sjómannaheimilið Ørkin, Brautarholt 29, 

 568-0777. 

Aparttmenthaus Forsæla, Grettisgata 33b-35b, 

 551-6046. 

Hótel Hafnarfjörður, Reykjavíkurvegur 72,  540-9700.

Hótel Viking Village, Strandgata 55, Hafnarfjörður,

 565 1213.

Guesthouses and Youth Hostels

Álaborg, Apartments, Spítalastíg 10,  861-3320. 

Garður Inn Guesthouse, Hringbraut,  562-4000.

Gh. 101, Laugavegur 101,  562-6101. 

Gh. Anna, Smáragata 16,  562-1618.

Gh. Arcitc Sun, Ingólfsstræti 12,  587-2292.

Gh. Atley, Fossaleyni 1,  594-9600.

Gh. Aurora, Freyjugata 24,  552-5515. 

Gh. Borgartún, Borgartún 34,  511-1515. 

Gh. Eiríkur rauði, Eiríksgata 6,  552-5515.

Gh. Hjálpræðisherinn, Kirkjustræti 2,  561-3203. 

Gh. Ísafold, Bárugata 11,  561-2294. 

Gh. Óðinn, Óðinsgata 9,  861-3400.

Gh. Von, Laugarvegur 55,  562-1739. 

Home Apartments,Skólastræti 1,  896-5665.

Farfuglaheimilið, Sundlaugavegur 34,  553-8110. 

Arahús, Strandgata 21, Hafnarfjörður,  555-1770.

Gh. Lækjarkinn 2, Hafnarfjörður,  565-5132.

Helguhús, Lækjarkinn 8, Hafnarfjörður,  555-2842.

Hafnarfjörður Guesthouse, Hjallabraut 51,  565-0900.

Sleeping-Bag Accommodation

Hótel Sjómannaheimilið Ørkin Brautarholt 29, 

 568-0777. 

Gh. Domus, Hverfisgata 45,  561-1200. 

Gh. Dúna Suðurhlíð 35d,  588-2100. 

Gh. Von, Laugarvegur 55,  562-1739. 

Kópavogur
Kópavogur has in recent years been the second largest town in 
Iceland and is now connected to Reykjavik. Early in the 20th century 
there was no real settlement but in 1936 the authorities began 
handing out new terrain on the peninsula between Kópavogur 
and Fossvogur. At first, the people of Reykjavík used these to build 
summer cottages, but little by little they became all-year residences. 
During the war years and through the middle of the century a large 
number of people settled in Kópavogur, and many of them came 
from outside of Reykjavík. This is when city planning began and 
new residential areas were designed. In 1950 the town counted 
1650 inhabitants but only fifteen years later this number had risen 
to 9000. In recent years they have increased greatly. Commerce, 
services are the main industries. On 1 June 1908 Hafnarfjörður 
was granted town status, and will thus celebrate its centennial in 
2008. While a proper celebration will be held around the actual 
centennial date, festivities will also be ongoing throughout the year 
with an array of activities and events. Population 29.957.

Álftanes
Álftanes is a low-lying peninsula south of Reykjavík. There is a 
growing residential area in Álftanes, although its inhabitants work 
mostly in other municipalities in the Greater Reykjavík Area. 
Bessastaðir in Álftanes is an important historical site. Until the 
end of the 18th century it was the seat of the highest potentates 
of the Danish king. In 1805 the highest educational institution 
in the country, Lærði skólinn (The Learned School), was moved 
from the Bishopric at Skálholt to Bessastaðir, where it operated 
for four decades before being moved to Reykjavík. The Icelandic 
State acquired the land in 1941 and Bessastaðir has been the seat 
of the President of Iceland ever since. The presidential residence 
was built in 1761-66 and is one of the oldest buildings in Iceland. 
The present church was built a short while later, around 1777. The 
church contains many beautiful art pieces. 
Álftanes is the site of Gálgahraun (Gallows Lava) and Gálgaklettur 
(Gallows Cliff), where criminals were reportedly hanged. Human 
bones have been found in nearby lava hollows that support those 
reports. Population 2,510.

(  555-0292
Open Mon.-Fri. 9-22  

Sat. - Sun.  10-20Miðvangur 41

(  551-0449
Open weekdays 8-23:30

Sat., Sun. 10-23:30   Skólavörðustígur 42

Hjálpræðisherinn, Kirkjustræti 2,  561-3203. 

Farfuglaheimilið, Sundlaugavegur 34,  553-8110.  

Hafnarfjörður Guesthouse, Hjallabraut 51,  565-0900.

Camping in The Capital Area

Laugardalur, Reykjavík,  568-6944. 

Varmá, (Íþróttamiðstöðin), Mosfellsbær,  566-6754. 

Víðistaðatún, Hjallabraut 51, Hafnarfjörður
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been the town´s main activities but in recent decades a 
varied cultural life has begun to thrive. There are plenty of 
interesting art and history museums in Hafnarfjördur. One 
of the oldest buildings in town is at Vesturgata 6, the former 
home of Bjarni Sivertsen (1763-1833), one of the first 
pioneers to settle there.  Population 25.837.

Hafnarfjördur is one of the oldest towns in Iceland. It 
became a thriving town due to its excellent natural harbour. 
Merchants from Germany and England began commercial 
activities there in the 15th century but the settlement 
did not grow until the fishing industry expanded in the 
19th century. Fishing, industry, commerce and service have 

- hafnarfjörður -

12

HAFNARFJÖRÐUR GUESTHOUSE

10

VIKING VILLAGE/HOTEL RESTAURANTS
Strandgata 55 -  220 Hafnar�örður - 

09

HELGUHÚS
Lækjarkinn 8 - 220 Hafnar�örður 

11

GISTINGAR - ACCOMMODATION - UNTERKUNFT

Aning_P003-020-´08  20.11.2007  16:31  Page 11

hótel hafnarfjörður
Reykjavíkurvegi 72 - 220 Hafnarfjörður

 540 9700 - Fax 540 9701 - info@hhapartmentshotel.is

HELGUHÚSG
Lækjarkinn 8 - 220 Hafnarfjörður
 555 2842 - helguhus@helguhus.is

11

1

8

3

There is a three-bedroom 
apartment in Helguhús,

accommodating six 
to eight people. Well-

equipped kitchen, 
access to washing ma-

chine and good bathroom 
facilities

hafnarfjörður guesthouseG
Hjallabraut 51 - 220 Hafnarfjörður -  565 0900
Fax 555 1211 - info@hafnarfjordurguesthouse.is

45

0,3

50

www.hafnarfjordurguesthouse.is

0,3

4

G

45 50
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HAFNARFJÖRÐUR GUESTHOUSE
Hjallabraut 51 - 220 Hafnarfjörður - � 565 0900
Fax 555 1211 - info@hafnarfjordurguesthouse.is

HAFNARFJÖRÐUR GUESTHOUSE
Hjallabraut 51 - 220 Hafnarfjörður - � 565 0900
Fax 555 1211 - info@hafnarfjordurguesthouse.is

HAFNARFJÖRÐUR GÄSTEHAUS
Hjallabraut 51 - 220 Hafnarfjörður - � 565 0900
Fax 555 1211 - info@hafnarfjordurguesthouse.is

www.hafnarfjordurguesthouse.is
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HAFNARFJÖRÐUR GUESTHOUSE
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HÓTEL HAFNARFJÖRÐUR
Reykjavíkurvegi 72 - 220 Hafnar�örður 

09

HELGUHÚS
Lækjarkinn 8 - 220 Hafnar�örður 

11

GISTINGAR - ACCOMMODATION - UNTERKUNFT
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viking village/hotel restaurants
Strandgata 55 - 220 Hafnarfjörður -  565 1213
vikings@vikingvillage.is - www.vikingvillage.is

Menu A
Start the day at one of our 3 swimming pools  – 300 
kr. for adults/ 100 kr. for children.

Take a trip through history at the Hafnarfjörður 
 Museum – open daily in June, July and August.  
Free admission.

Go to the infamous Pylsubarinn at Strandgata for a 
delicious Icelandic hot dog – 250 - 300 kr. 

Try spotting elves on the famous Hidden World 
tour, which operates every Tuesday and Friday in 
June, July and August – 3,300 kr.

Now it’s time for dinner – Tilveran seafood restaurant 
offers a two-course meal for only 2,990 kr. 

Have you ever camped out in a sculpture park? If 
not, come to us and pitch your tent for only 1,000 kr. 
(per person per night). If you‘re not in the mood for 
an outdoor experience you could stay at the guest-
house Arahús, where you can stay the night for as 
little as 6,000 kr. (per person per night).

THE TOWN IN THE LAVA

HAFNARFJÖRÐUR
Feast on all the things we have to offer!

Menu B
Take a relaxing walk around the harbour area and 
take in the sights – free of charge.

Got a taste for art? The Hafnarborg Institute of Cul-
ture and Fine Art runs an ambitious program and is 
open every day except Tuesday. Free admission.

Go for a healthy lunch with a panoramic view at 
Café Aroma, where you can enjoy their lunch buffet 
for only 1,290 kr. (valid Monday to Friday from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.).

Enjoy all that Icelandic nature has to offer! Go on a 
Lava Tour with horse-riding company Íshestar, 1½ 
to 2 hours for 5,900 kr.

Enjoy a hearty Viking Dinner at the Viking Village, a 
set menu of four courses and drinks for 8,400 kr. 

Or go to Gamla Vínhúsið, steak and seafood 
restaurant, and ask for their famous garlic-roasted 
lobster at 4,200 kr. Not in the mood for lobster? 
They also have special offers every month.

Spend the night at the Viking-themed Hotel Viking, 
starting at 11,300 kr. for a single room. 

Hotel Hafnarfjörður new apartment hotel is ideal 
for individuals, for fly-drive packages, for longer 
or shorter stays, or for groups. Most rooms are 
equipped with a kitchenette. Prices from 7,100 kr. 
for a single room.

ONLY 15 MIN. FROM REYKJAVIK

Hafnarfjörður Tourist Info  |  Strandgata 6  |  Tel. 585 5500  |  www.visithafnarfjordur.is
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Hafnarfjörður.
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Gljúfrasteinn is the former home of writer 
Halldór Laxness – Nobel Prize for Literature 1955 
-  Audio guide in English, German, Swedish, 
   Danish and Icelandic
-  Multimedia presentation
-  Souvenir Shop
-  Walking paths in the vicinity

Opening hours
Summer: Every day 9.00 – 17.00
Winter: Tuesday – Sunday 10.00 – 17.00

20 min from Reykjavík city centre
On the way to Thingvellir National Park

Pósthólf 250 | 270 Mosfellsbær | Sími 586 8066 | gljufrasteinn@gljufrasteinn.is | www.glufrasteinn.is

gljúfrasteinn, laxness museum.

Mosfellsbær is a growing municipality in the Greater 
Reykjavík Area. Its population on 1 December 2008 was 
8,469 inhabitants. The residential area extends from 
Leiruvogur into the nearby valleys, and curves around the 
mountains. Close to beautiful nature, with an attractive and 
diverse community and cultural life, numerous possibilities 
for outdoor activities and a family-friendly environment 
these are some the reasons why so many people choose to 
live there, far from the noise of the city yet only 15 minutes 
away by car from the Reykjavík city centre. Mosfellsbær 
offers the best of both: enjoyable country living and a city 
atmosphere. 

The town is bordered by the ocean in Leiruvogur. Three 
rivers run to the sea: Leirvogsá, Kaldakvísl and Varmá.

Added interest in all types of sports and outdoor 
activities has been met with the systematic development 
of the outdoor recreation areas, for the benefit of town 
residents, visitors and tourists. The area next to the sports 
complex at Varmá has one of the best outdoor playing 
fields in Iceland, as well as a swimming pool, providing 
diverse possibilities for sporting activities, for both adults 
and children.

Discovery Trail. Walking, for health and recreation, is 
possible in locations throughout Mosfellsbær. The town has 
a number of footpaths, as well as designated “information 
paths”, where signs provide diverse information about the 
surroundings.

An enjoyable walking/cycling path runs from the 
Reykjavík-Mosfellsbær border, along the coastline, to the 
sports complex at Varmá. There is also a beautiful walking 

path along the information path that runs from Álafosskvos 
to Reykir.

View from Lágafellsklif. The top of Lágafellsklif provides 
an excellent view over the surrounding area. In good weather 
it´s possible to view the capital, Mt. Esja, Snæfellsjökul glacier 
and beyond. Landmarks and place names are marked on 
the viewing diagram. There is an information sign with the 
history of the church at the cemetery at Lágafell. 

Álafosskvos - Stekkjarflöt. The wonderful sculpture, 
“Hús skáldsins - hús tímans” by Magnús Tómasson, stands 
at Stekkjarflöt at Álafosskvos. It is based on the town´s 
symbol and has references to the works of Halldór Laxness, 
Iceland´s Nobel Prize winner for literature in 1955. A large-
scale wool industry built up around Álafoss waterfalls on 
the Varmá river between 1919 and 1955, and workers lived 
in the neighbourhood. Today, the old factory buildings have 
a new role: artists have turned them into workshops and 
galleries. The Álafoss factory outlet has objects from the old 
factories as well as photographs from that time, showing a 
fragment of the history of wool production in Mosfellsbær. 

Halldór Laxness from Mosfellsbær. Nobel Prize 
winner Halldór Laxness would have been 100 years old 
on 23 April 2002. He was an incredibly prolific writer: 62 
books over a 68-year period. Over 500 editions of his works 
have been published, and they have been translated into 43 
languages. Halldór´s books are an important part of Iceland´s 
culture, and most Icelanders have read some of his works.

The Mosfellsdalur valley, where Halldór grew up on 
the farm Laxnes, is the site of the historical Mosfellskirkja 
church. On the valley´s south side is a cluster of friendly 

greenhouses. Halldór built a house for himself and his family 
at Köldukvísl, and named it Gljúfrasteinn. That house has 
now been turned into a museum. In his later years, Halldór 
wrote the book Í túninu heima (Home in the Hayfield), in 
which he described his childhood experiences at his home 
in the Mosfellsdalur valley.

Facilities

Police: Völuteigur 8,  112.
Tourist Information: 
Municipal Library, Þverholt 2, Kjarni, 1st fl.,
 525-6700/566-6822, mos@mos.is, www.mos.is/info.
Accommodation:
Hótel Laxnes, Háholt 7,  566-8822. 
hotellaxnes@hotellaxnes.is
Álaborg, Apartments, Álafossvegur 27,  861-3320, 
alaborg@alaborg.is  www.alaborg.is
Heytjörn, Lynghólsvegur,  896-6335,  rentahouse@imf.is
Camping site: 
Information at the sports field,  566-6754. 
Restaurants/Snack bars: 
Áslákur, Háholt 7,   866-6684. Country inn.
Eld Húsið- Pizzabakarí, Urðarholt 2,  522-2222.
Hrói Höttur, Þverholt 2,  566-8555.
Pizza 67, Háholt 14,  586-8040. 
Draumakaffi, Háholt 14,  586-8040. 
Mosfellsbakarí, Háholt 13-15,  566-6145.
Kentucy Fried Chicken, Háholt 9,  586-8222.
Subway Restaurant, Háholt 11,  586-8077.
Snæland video, Háholt 14,  566-8043.
Hlégarður, community center, Háholt 2,  566-6195. 

Leisure and Sport: 
Varmárlaug swimming pool, by the sports field, 
 566-6754.
Lágafell Sports Centre,   517-6080.
Golf: Hlíðavöllur, 9 holes,  566-7415. 
Bakkakotsvöllur, Mosfellsdalur, 9 holes,  566-8480.
Horse rental at Laxnes, Mosfellsd.,
 566-6179/892-9179. 
Íslenskir ferðahestar, Helgadal,  894-7200/566-7600, 
horse rental. 
Learning trail, an excellent walking-, jogging- and bicycling-
path, runs from the boundary of Reykjavík and Mosfellsbær 
at Úlfarsá river, along the shoreline and up to Mosfells Valley.
Health Care Centre:
Þverholt 2,  510-0700/510-0722. 
Pharmacy:
Lyf og heilsa, Þverholt 2, Kjarni,  566-7123.
For motorists: Filling stations, garage tyre repair.
Banks: Kaupþing, Þverholt 1,  444-6000, ATM. 
Íslandsbanki, Þverholt 2,  440-4000, ATM.
Post Office: Háholt 14,  580-1200.
State Alcohol Store: Þverholt 2,  586-8150.  
Museum/Exhibitions: 
The Municipal Library of Mosfellsbær, Kjarni, 
Þverholt 2, Kjarni, 1st fl.,  566-6822.
Gljúfrasteinn - Laxness Museum,  586-8066, 
Open in summer daily 10-17, closed Mondays from Sept.
1 to May 31. www.gljufrasteinn.is  
Old Alafoss Factory Building, Álafossvegur 23, 
 566-6303.  Exhibition of old wool-processing equipment, - 
history of wool industry in Mosfellsbær. Factory outlet, 
objet d´art and woollen goods. Open weekdays 9-18,
Sat. 9-16.
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HVAMMSVÍK HVALFJÖRÐUR

HJALLI KJÓS

FÉLAGSGARÐUR KJÓS

Outdoor activities for groups,
families or individuals. Golf -
rainbow trout fishing - sea angling 
- kayaking - BBQ .
Tel. 516 6697
hvammsvik@or.is
www.hvammsvik.net

AN IDEAL DAYTRIP | ENJOY THE TRANQUILITY AND BEAUTY 
LEISURE ACTIVITIES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Tel. 566 7019 | hjalli@kaffikjos.is
Facilities for groups, campsite with 
barbeque, accommodation,
riders´ facilities.
www.kaffikjos.is

Community Centre | Social
gatherings | Meetings, etc.
Tel. 566 7009
kjos.is

Service Centre at Meðalfellsvatn lake.
Tel. 566 8099 | 897 2219
kaffikjos@kaffikjos.is - www.kaffikjos.is

laxá í kjós

- Kjós -
Kjósin is a thriving farming county south of Hvalfjörður 
fjord, stretching from Mt. Esja in the south, up north to the 
innermost part of the fjord. The word Kjós means valley. Laxá 
í Kjós, one of Iceland’s best salmon fishing rivers, flows from 
Stíflisdalsvatn lake at Laxárdalur to the sea in Hvalfjörður fjord. 
In the middle of the county is Meðalfell, an ancient manor farm, 
and through it runs Bugðá river, which joins with Laxá river. 
Travel services are operated at several farms in Kjós. Fishing 
licences for Meðalfellsvatn lake are available at Kaffi Kjós. A 
variety of leisure activities are offered for the entire family at 
Hvammsvík. Eyrarkot Farm offers accommodation for both 
individuals and groups. The Félagsgarður Community Centre 
is situated at Hvalfjarðarvegur road by Laxá river. It has good 
facilities for family gatherings and private parties such as 
weddings, birthdays, etc. At Vindáshlíð you’ll find a Christian 
summer camp for girls. Population 196.

Notable attractions in Kjós include: Hvalfjarðareyri 
spit in Hvalfjörður fjord, which teems with bird life, Maríuhöfn 
harbour í Laxvogi, believed to be one of the oldest in the 
country, Laxfoss and Þórufoss waterfalls on Laxá river, 
Staupasteinn in Hvalfjörður, and Glymur in Botnsá river, 
Iceland’s highest waterfall. You’ll find plenty of walking paths in 
the area, such as a church path from Reynivellir to Fossá river, 
over Svínaskarð gorge and along Meðalfell mountain.

Maríuhöfn in Laxárvogur was one of the major 
trading posts in Iceland until the 15th century. The ships of the 
Skálholt bishopric sailed there, as the harbour was favourably 
situated for connections to Þingvellir and upper Árnessýsla 
district. This is where the Black Death pandemic first came 
to Iceland in 1402. About a third of Iceland’s population is 
believed to have perished as a result.

Facilities in Kjós

Information: www.kjos.is
Accommodation: 
101. Kiðafell,  566-6096/661-9855.
102. Travel Service Eyrarkot,  566-7051/692-3025, 
begga@emax.is
103. Gh. Hjalli,  566-7019, hjalli@kaffikjos.is 
www.kaffikjos.is
Camping Site:
Gh. Hjalli,  566-7019.
Snack Bar:
Kaffi Kjós by Lake Meðalfellsvatn, 
 566-8099/897-2219, kaffikjos@kaffikjos.is
Leisure and Sport:
Hvammsvík,  516-6697, Golf, 9 holes, kayaks, 
angling, hiking paths, grill feasts, hvammsvik.or.is 
www.hvammsvik.net
Horse Rentals:
Kiðafell,  566-6096. 

www.imf.is/rent-apartment
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HEYTJÖRN
Lynghólsvegur - 270 Mosfellsbær

� 896 6335 - Fax 511 1822 - rentahouse@imf.is

Handverkshús Mosfellsbæjar, Háholt 14,  898-1795/
898-5980, artists´ gallery and workshop. Open Tue.-Sun. 
14-18. 
Hulduhólar Gallery, Hulduhólar,  566-6194. Open by 
arrangement. 
Artists´ galleries and workshops in Álafosskvos. Open by 
arrangement. 
Páll Kristjánsson, Álafosskvos, knifemaker,  899-6903. 
Places of Interest: 
Stekkjarflöt, outdoor sculpture by Magnús Tómasson. 
Learning trail runs from the boundary of Reykjavík and 
Mosfellsbær at Úlfarsá river, along the shoreline and up to 

hótel laxnes
H Háholt 7 - 270 Mosfellsbær

 +354 566 8822 - hotellaxnes@hotellaxnes.is

www.hotellaxnes.is
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Álafosskvos and Reykjahverfi, or up to Mosfells Valley. 
Information signs with historical and ecological information 
are placed along the trail. 
Lágafellsklif at Lágafellskirkja church provides a beautiful 
view! 
Lágafell Church,  566-6165. Mosfell Church,  566-6113.  
Helgufoss falls at Köldukvísl. Tröllafoss falls at Leirvogsá.
Transport: Strætó bs. bus  581-2533. Route 15 from 
Reykjavik West to Mosfellsbær. Info on www.bus.is
Hópferðabílar Jónatans Þórissonar, Flugumýri 22,  566-7420.  
Events:
August:  “Home in the Hayfield”, Family festival.

Laxnes in Mosfellsdalur.




