


BORGARFJÖR‹UR
CULTURE - LEISURE ACTIVITIES  - SERVICES

SNORRASTOFA - REYKHOLTSKIRKJA 
CHURCH

Visitors’ centre and tourist information.
Exhibitions and concerts. Souvenir shop with

Icelandic handicrafts, artwork and books.
Research centre and introduction to medieval studies, library, 
guest apartment for researchers, and facilities for meetings, 

conferences and gatherings.
Tel.: 433 8000  |  gestastofa@snorrastofa.is

www.reykholt.is  |  www.snorrastofa.is
AGRICULTURAL MUSEUM OF 

ICELAND - HVANNEYRI
Old tractors and a collection of machinery and tools.

Tel. 433 5000  |  www.landbunadarsafn.is

THE SETTLEMENT CENTRE OF  ICELAND
Brákarbraut 13-15, 310 Borgarnes.

Two exhibitions: The Settlement of Iceland and Egils Saga
Restaurant and store.

Tel. 437 1600  | landnam@landnam.is
www.landnamssetur.is

MOUNTAINEERS OF ICELAND
We operate snowmobile tours on Iceland’s

second largest glacier, Langjökull.
Tel. 580 9900 Fax 580 9901 | www.mountaineers.is | www.activity.is

HREÐAVATNSSKÁLI
is one of the oldest highway restaurants in Iceland.
A diverse menu with good prices, open year-round.

Tel. 435-0011  |  info@hredavatnsskali.is
hredavatnsskali.is

BRENNISTAÐIR IN FLÓKADALUR
By road 515, Flókadalsvegur

3 Cottages, for 4 people – Acc. on the Farm– A new apartment with
jacuzzi. A small river with a beautiful waterfall runs in the neighbourhood

Tel.: 435 1193 | 435 1565 | Fax 435 1499 | 696 1544
brennistadir@emax.is

MUSEUM OF
BORGARFJÖRÐUR
Bjarnarbraut 4-6, Borgarnesi

A unique exhibition focusing on 
the lives of Icelandic children

in the 20th century.
Open daily in summer from 13:00-

18:00 and open in winter
by arrangement

Tel. 430 7200 
safnahus@safnahus.is

 www.safnahus.is

NES, REYKHOLTSDAL
Golfcourse. Retaurant, Camping,
Sleeping bag acc. Health-massage  

Tel. 893 3889 / 435 1472
bgnes@vesturland.is

HÚSAFELL SERVICE CENTER
Restaurant, campsite,guesthouse,holiday cottages

golf course, swimming pool, sleeping bag acc.in cottages,
hiking paths and playground for children, 

a small food-store and pay-at-the pump facilities.
Tel. 435 1550 | 862 3071

info@husafell.is  |  www.husafell.is
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 Húsafell. Just one of the numerous delightful places 
to walk in and around Húsafell lies west from the chalets 
to Oddar, with its diverse bird life, birch woods on islets 
and hot springs. Nearby is the confluence of the rivers 
Norðlingafljót and Hvítá, just above Hundavaðsfoss waterfall. 
This route takes around an hour and a half to walk. Near 
the farmhouse, other places to see are Draugaréttur, where 
the Reverend Snorri Björnsson (1710-1803) is said to have 
put 81 ghosts to rest, and the stone he is said to have lifted, 
called Kvíahella (180 kg). Primitivist artist Páll Gudmundsson 
has made sculptures of bizarre beings from local rock which 
are on exhibit outdoors nearby, at Bæjargil. 

zHvanneyri is part of the Settlement of Skalla-Gríms 
Kveldúlfsson. For centuries Hvanneyri has been a church 
centre, and a small community has formed around local 
agricultural organizations. The main ones are the Agricultural 
University, which traces its roots back to 1889, a museum 
of agricultural equipment and a woollen and handicrafts 
workshop. Population 288.

Facilities in Borgarfjörður

Tourist Information: www.borgarfjordur.is 
www.borgarfjordur.com www.westiceland.is  
Information centers in Borgarnes and at Snorrastofa in 
Reykholt.
Accommodation:
318. Gh. Milli Vina, Hvítárbakki,  435-1530/861-3260,
millivinna@millivina.is  www.millivina.is
321. Brenna in Lundareykjardalur,  435-1379.
323. Jaðar, Bæjarsveit,  435-1535.
324. Sturlureykir II, Reykholtsdalur,  435-1141. 
325. Brennistaðir, Flókadalur,  435-1193/695-1544,
brennistadir@emax.is. 
327. Signýjarstaðir, Hálsasveit,  435-1218, 
329. Húsafell Travel Service,  435-1550 /862-3071,
info@husafell.is  www.husafell.is
342. Hreðavatnsskáli, summerhouses,  435-0022.
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 - Snæfellsnes, south side -
z Eldborg. Protected since 1974, Eldborg is a beautifully 
formed crater in Hnappadalur rising 60 m above the 
surrounding lava. The largest crater along a short volcanic 
rift, it is 200 m in diameter and 50 m deep, and was 
created between 5-8000 years ago The lava is covered with 
vegetation.

 It is easiest to approach Eldborg from Snorrastadir on its 
southern side, walking through the shrub-covered lava field 
(2.5 km). It is possible to walk right around the crater of the 
cone. The inside of the crater wall is steep, and in places it is 
sheer, for instance on the northern side. 

Facilities in Snæfellsnes, south side

Tourist Information: 
Brochures available at Vegamót Service Centre, 
 435-6690.
Accommodation:
360. Snorrastaðir,  435-6628.
361. Community centre, Lindartunga, 
Kolbeinsstaðahreppur,  435-6633.
363. Hotel Eldborg,  435-6602. 
364. Community centre Breiðablik, Eyja-og Miklaholts-
hreppur,   435-6662 - for groups.
Camping Site:
360. Snorrastaðir,  435-6627/6628.
361. Community centre, Lindartunga, 
Kolbeinsstaðahreppur,  435-6633. 
362. Hallkelsstaðahlíð,  435-6697.
363. Laugagerði/Hotel Eldborg,  435-6602.
364. Community centre Breiðablik, Eyja-og Miklaholts-
hreppur,  435-6662.
Restaurant/Snack Bar:
Hótel Eldborg,  435-6602.
Vegamót Service Centre,  435-6690/6796,
vegamot@n1.is
Swimming Pool:
363. Laugagerði/Hotel Eldborg,
 435-6602.
Leisure and Sport:
Hiking on and by Eldborg. 
Fishing and horse rentals:  contact the information 
centres,  437-2214, upplysingar@vesturland.is

info@hredavatnsskali.is  www. hredavatnsskali.is
343. Hraunsnef, Country hotel, Norðurárdalur,  435-0111, 
hraunsnef@hraunsnef.is
350. The Old English Lodge by Langá,  862-8946/437-1826.
351. Hrafnkelsstaðir, Mýrar,  437-1849. 
352. Grímsstaðir, Mýrar,  437-1270.
353. Stóri-Kálfalækur, Mýrar,  437-1822.
Camping Sites:
314. Selskógur,  437-0066. 
319. Fossatún,  433-5800/893-9733/568-8715, 
info@steinsnar.is  www.steinsnar.is
326. Björk, Kleppjárnsreykir,  435-1182.
329. Húsafell,  435-1550/862-3071. 
343. Hraunsnef, Norðurárdalur,  435-0111 
352. Grímsstaðir,  437-1270/1856 - for groups only. 
Restaurant/Snack Bars: 
Restaurant Time amd Water, Fossatún,  433-5800/893-9733.
Baulan at Road 1,  435-1440. 
Húsafell,  435-1550/862-3071.
Kaffi Paradís, Munaðarnes, 525-8441.
Hreðavatnsskáli, Norðurárdalur,  435-0011/0022. 
Pöbbinn, Hvanneyri,  437-0050.
Kaffi-Hvönn, Hvanneyri,  437-0050.
Café:
Hálsakot by Hraunfossar,  435-1155/892-5052.
Swimming Pools:
316. Hreppslaug,  437-0027.
320. Brautartunga,  435-1411.
326. Kleppjárnsreykir,  435-1177, hot pots, sauna. 
329. Húsafell,  435-1550.
340. Varmaland,  430-1545.
Leisure/Sport: 
Golf Húsafell, 9 holes,  435-1552.
Golf Indriðastaðir,   435-0014.
Kaffi-Hvönn, Hvanneyri,  437-0050, Minigolf, pool.
Mountaineers,  580-9900, Snowmobiling on Langjökull glacier,    
various adventure tours all year,   www.mountaineers.is 
Sveitafitness, Hvanneyri,  860-7305.
Horse Rentals: Contact the info centers in Borgarnes and 
Reykholt.
Local Handicrafts:
Ullarselið, Hvanneyri,  437-0077.
Kaffi-Hvönn, Hvanneyri,  437-0050. 
Atelier Sóla, Brúarland,  437-1817.
Hálsakot bei Hraunfossar,  435-1155/892-5052.
Museums/Churches/Shows: 
Agricultural Museum at Hvanneyri,  433-5000,
open daily during summer 12-17, in winter by arrangement.
Acoustic Iceland – A program combining Icelandic music 
and nature is shown regularly and by requests for guests 
at Time & Water restaurant in Fossatún,  568-8715.
Borg Church near Borgarnes,  437-1353. Open all year.
Sightseeing/Cave exploration:
Guided tours around Hvanneyri,  433-7000.
Cave exploration, details for Surtshellir and Stefánshellir 
at Húsafell,  435-1550. 
Hiking tours near Húsafell,  435-1550.
Guðmundur Þorsteinsson,  437-0046/852-1146, 
coach service, guided tours around Borgarfjörður.
Hvítá travel,  661-7173, guided tours.
Events:
June 12 -16, IsNord music festival,  www.isord.is

- Reykholt -
Reykholt is one of Iceland’s most notable historical sites. It is 
a cultural centre, church centre and vicarage. The area is most 
famous for being the home of Snorri Sturluson (1178-1241)  
during the years 1206-1241. Snorri is Iceland’s best-known 
author, poet and scholar. There is considerable geothermal 
water in Reykholt, and an ancient thermal pool is named after 
him - Snorralaug, where research is currently being conducted. 
Snorri is believed to be buried in the local churchyard. 
Snorrastofa is intended to advance research and help promote 
interest in medieval studies, and the history of Reykholt and 
Borgarfjörður. It also provides tourists with services and 
participates in concerts at Reykholtskirkja church. The Reykholt 
Festival is held annually, this year July 24-26.

Facilities in Reykholt

Local Information:
Snorrastofa Visitor Centre,  433-8000/892-1490, 
fax 435-1412, gestastofa@snorrastofa.is  www.reykholt.is  
www.snorrastofa.is
Accommodation/Restaurant:
***Fosshótel Reykholt, Cultural Theme Hotel,
 435-1260/435-1206, open all year,
bokun@fosshotel.is  www.fosshotel.is  www.reykholt.is
Leisure and sport: 
Swimmingpool, Kleppjárnsreykir,  435-1177.
Golf, 9 holes, Nesi, Reykholtsdal,   893-3889/435-1472.
Horse rental, Hestafl, Breiðabólsstaður,  897-9323.
Food Store: N1,  435-1153.
Motoring Service:
Filling station N1,  435-1153.
Local Handicrafts:
Snorrastofa Visitor Centre.
Museum/Exhibition:
Snorrastofa Reykholt,  433-8000/
892-1490,  exhibition about historian/scholar Snorri Sturluson  
and archaeological research in Reykholt.  
Icelandic arts, crafts and books about Icelandic culture and 
history.  
Open May 1 – Sept. 30 daily 10-18, Oct. 1– April 30 
weekdays 10-17, or by arrangement.
gestastofa@snorrastofa.is   
www.snorrastofa.is      wwww.reykholt.is
Transportation: Hópferðamiðstöðin, 
 587-6000, scheduled  
coach service to and from Reykjavík,  www.trex.is
Events: 
July 24-26,  Festival in Reykholt,
classical music in a historical setting. 
Four Concerts. samhljomur@internet.is
www.vortex.is/festival

Friendlier all 
    around Iceland

Húsafell Swimming Pool.

(  435-0122
Open weekdays

8:30-18 Sat. 11-16Bifröst

VEGAMÓT SERVICE CENTRE
Refreshments - Good facilities for groups
Filling station, non-attended, credit cards only
Tel. 435 6690 | fax 435 6796
Private phone 435 6888
vegamot@N1.is
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 - Snæfellsbær -
Snæfellsbær is situated on the outer Snæfellsnes 
peninsula. The boundaries of the municipality are in 
Staðarsveit, just west of Vegamót, on the one hand, and to 
the north at Búlandshöfði, on the other. The majority of 
residents live in the towns of Ólafsvík, Rif and Hellissandur, 
while others are divided amongst the rural areas as well 
as smaller residential areas of Hellnar and Arnarstapi. The 
municipality contains expansive undeveloped regions that 
provide easy access to unspoiled nature.
A road circles Snæfellsbær. Those who come driving from 
Reykjavík along road 54 can choose to drive over the heath 
due north, and from there to circle the glacier, or to drive 
along Útnesvegur along road 574 in a circle to the north. 
The Snæfellsjökull glacier therefore forms a sort of centre 
to the municipality, which can be seen from afar.
Population 1,717.

zBúðahraun. Lava field on the south shore of Snæfellsnes 
peninsula, originating from the low Búðaklettur crater (88 m) 
in its centre. The lava is rough with tiny fissures where 11 of 
the 16 types of fern known in Iceland have been found. Since 
olden times the field has been a main travel route in the area, 
as shown by its many named tracks. An old timber church 
is in the lava field at Búðir, along with an old trading post 
previously housing a hotel. This 140-year-old hotel burned 
down in February 2001. A new hotel has been built there. The 
sand is yellow, which is rare in Iceland.

z Snæfellsjökull. The majestic and mystical glacier which 
glistens like a beacon at the end of Snæfellsnes, the setting 
for Jules Verne’s Journey to the Centre of the Earth. The 
glacier has a dormant volcanic cone with three pronged 
covers (1446 m.) and a 200 m crater. Three eruptions have 
taken place under the glacier in the past 10,000 years, the 
last around AD 300. Snæfellsjökull was first climbed in 
1754; today, many travellers walk to the top or go there by 
snowmobile. The majesty and power of Snæfellsjökull have 
been material for such world-famous authors as Jules Verne 
and Halldór Laxness. A road up to the Snæfellsjökull glacier, 
just south of Gufuskáli, runs along Móðulækur through 
Eysteinsdalur, to the foot of the glacier. It is easily passable 
for all vehicles. 

z Þúfubjarg and Lóndrangar. Þúfubjarg is a large cliff 
of stratified palagonite on the Snæfellsnes coast, a relic of a 

submarine eruption like the one that produced the island of 
Surtsey. Lóndrangar is the name of two rockstacks (75 m and 
61 m) to its west, probably volcanic plugs left behind from the 
same eruption. They were first scaled in 1753. Lóndrangar was 
an old fishing centre and remains of camps can still be seen 
there. The lava area above was used to dry fish.

z Djúpalónssandur and Dritvík. Peculiar rock 
formations are found on the shore at Djúpalónssandur 
on south Snæfellsnes, along with four rocks on which 
people tried their strength in the days of the fishing station: 
Fullsterkur (Strong, 154 kg), Hálfsterkur (Half-strong, 100 kg), 
Hálfdrættingur (Half-as-good, 54 kg) and Amlóði (Lightweight, 
23 kg). For centuries one of the largest seasonal fishing 
stations in Iceland was near Dritvík, but all that now remains 
are some ruins at the foot of the cliff.

z Öndverðarnes. The westernmost point of the 
Snæfellsnes peninsula. A symmetrical well with 17 stone steps 
is the only place in the area where fresh water is found. To 
the south are the huge black cliffs of Svörtuloft, a magnificent 
place for watching the waves break. There are lighthouses at 
both these places.

z Skarðsvík.  An inlet surrounded by cliffs, with white 
sand. A paved road leads to the inlet. A very popular spot.

zGufuskálar. Yet another abandoned fishing site, where 
ruins and the tracks left on the shore by boats can still be 
seen. Nearby ruins known as “the Irish camps” are thought 
to date from the Age of Settlement (9th-10th centuries). 
Fishermen’s lodgings are designated antiquities, believed to be 
500-700 years old, making them among the oldest fisheries 
relics in Scandinavia.

 Dritvík. On the shore of Djúpalónssandur, just down 
from the parking space, are four rocks of different sizes, 
mentioned in folk tales, on which people tried their strength 
in olden times: Fullsterkur (Strong), Hálfsterkur (Half-strong), 
Hálfdrættingur (Half-as-good) and Amlóði (Lightweight). About 
1 km west of Djúpalónssandur is Dritvík, reached by walking 
along the cliff edge and the grassy headland of Barðinn. Dritvík 
is a bay enclosed by rocks and cliffs. Two cliff faces jut out into 
the sea to form a natural landing place for boats between 
them. At one time Dritvík was one of the largest fishing 
centres in Iceland, with up to 600 seasonal workers living 
there. A path winds due north from Dritvík out through the 
lava field, and reaches the road just east of Hólahólar.
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Skarðsvík Fjöruhúsið

Sjóminjasafnið

4.

SNÆFELLSBÆR
where the Glacier meets the sky

WELCOME TO SNÆFELLSBÆR

GUESTHOUSE HOF
Tel. 435 6802 | 846 3897 | 820 3897
gistihof@gistihof.is | www.gistihof.is

FJÖRUHÚSIÐ, HELLNAR
A wonderful restaurant in beautiful surroundings.
Tel. 435 6844 | fjoruhusid@isl.is

MARITIME MUSEUM IN HELLISSANDUR
By  Sandahraun
Open daily except  Mon.  June 1 - Aug. 31  

from 9:30 - 12  and  13 - 18 | Tel. 436 6619

SNÆFELLSJÖKULL NATIONAL PARK 
Visitor Centre - Hellnar.
Office - Klettsbúð 7, Hellissandur.

Tel. 436 6888 | 436 6860 | 855 4260
snaefellsjokull@ust.is | www.ust.is
       

SNÆFELLSBÆR SWIMMING POOL
Ennisbraut 9, tel. 433 9910
Summer: open 1 Jun. - 31 Aug. 7-22
Winter: Information tel. 433 9910

TOURIST INFORMATION
Gamla pakkhúsið, Ólafsvík
Tel. 433 6930

GREEN GLOBE 21 is an international organisation that certifies the eco-management 
of companies and organisations in the travel industry. It is internationally recognised 

and has certified or is working on certifying companies in over 50 countries. Its 
benchmarks are based on the Agenda 21 project, on which the three largest 
municipalities on the Snæfellsnes peninsula have been working for several 
years, and on which the remaining, smaller, municipalities have recently begun 
working. 
The Snæfellsnes peninsula as a whole is expected to become certified as a 
sustainable community with a primary emphasis on the travel industry. This 

certification is not meant to shut the area off to tourists but rather to prepare and 
protect it to allow future generations to enjoy the natural qualities that Snæfellsnes 

possesses today
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Museums/Exhibitions: 
Sjómannagarðurinn/Maritime Museum in Sandahraun,
 436-6619, open daily except Mon., June 1 - Aug. 31 
from 9:30 -12 and 13-18.. 
Natural History Museum,  436-6644, open by arrangement.
Places of Interest/Excursions:
Hótel Hellissandur,  430-8600.,
guided hikes at the foot of Snæfellsjökull glacier. 
Sæmundur Kristjánsson,  436-6767, historic guided tours.
Park Tröð: Barbeque facilities, tables.  Walking path to 
Keflavíkurbjarg.
Transportation: Hópferðamiðstöðin,  587-6000, 
scheduled coach service to and from Reykjavík 
and Stykkishólmur.  www.trex.is

- Ólafsvík in 
Snæfellsbær -

Ólafsvík was settled centuries ago because of good 
harbour facilities and rich offshore fishing grounds. The town 
grew rapidly when the harbour was greatly improved in 
the middle of the 20th century. An old warehouse, built in 
1844, is now protected and houses a museum, with exhibits 
displaying working methods from times now past, and a 
tourist information office. There are many pleasant hiking 
paths in the Ólafsvík area.
Population 990.

Facilities in Ólafsvík

Police: Ólafsbraut 34,  436-1219.
Local Tourist Information: 
Gamla pakkhúsið,  433-6930. Open in summer only. 
www.westiceland.is  www.snb.is  information@snb.is
Accommodation: ***/**Hótel Ólafsvík,  436-1650.
Brimilsvellir, by Ólafsvík,  436-1533.
Camping Site: By Dalbraut just outside village.
Restaurants/Snack Bars: Hótel Ólafsvík,  436-1650. 
Hobbitinn,  436-1362.  
Prinsinn,  436-1362. Olís station ÓK,  436-1012.
Gilið, Grundarbraut 2 ,  436-1501.
Bakery: Brauðgerð Ólafsvíkur, Ólafsbraut 19,  436-1119.
Leisure/Sport: Swimming pool, Ennisbraut 9,  433-9910. 
Golf, Fróðárvöllur, 9 holes,  436-1666. 
Brimilsvellir,  436-1533, horse rental. 
Health Care Centre: Engihlíð 28,  430-6500.
Pharmacy: Ólafsbraut 24,  436-1261.
For Motorists: Filling stations, garage, tyre repair.
Banks: Sparisjóður, Ólafsbraut 19,  430-7000, spro@spro.is
Landsbankinn, Ólafsbraut 21,  410-4000. 
Post Office: Bæjartún 5,  580-1000.
State Alcohol Store: Mýrarholt 12,  436-1226.
Museum/Exhibition: Gamla pakkhúsið,  433-6930, 
open daily in summer 9-19. Sea Museum at Norðurtangi.
Places of Interest: Hiking in the vicinity of Ólafsvík,  
Sæmundur Kristjánsson,  436-6767. 
Regular guided hiking tours of the National Park.
Transportation: Hópferðamiðstöðin,  587-6000, 
scheduled coach service to and from Reykjavík 
and Stykkishólmur.  www.trex.is

- Hellissandur/Rif
in Snæfellsbær -

Hellissandur was once a major fishing centre and around 
1700 had 50-60 seasonal fishing lodges for migrant fishermen. 
The maritime museum at Hellissandur has displays that include 
Iceland’s oldest rowboat, built in 1826. Þurrabúd has been 
renovated there. Most of the village’s fishing fleet is now based at 
nearby Rif.  A short distance from Rif is Ingjaldshólskirkja church, 
said to be the oldest concrete house of worship in the world, 
built in 1903. It contains relics from the 17th and 18th century. 
Ingjaldshóll has been a church site since 1317. The area between 
Hellissandur and Rif is a bird-lovers’ paradise and has one of the 
largest arctic tern nesting areas in Iceland.  Seals can often be 
spotted at the Hellissandur beach. 

Rif was one of the main trading ports on Snæfellsnes until its 
harbour was ruined when Hólmkelsá river changed its course. 
Improvements have since been made. One of Iceland’s largest 
breeding colonies of arctic terns is in the village. In 1467 British 
merchants attacked and killed the governor of Iceland, Björn 
Þorleifsson (1408-1467), and seven other men in Rif. The 
rock where Björn is said to have been killed can still be seen.  
Population of Hellissandur and Rif  550.

Facilities in Hellissandur

Snæfellsjökull National Park: Office, Klettsbúð 7,
 436-6888/6860/855-4260, snæfellsjokull@ust.is 
www.ust.is
Accommodation: ***Hótel Hellissandur, Klettsbúð 9,
 430-8600, www.hotelhellissandur.is
Hruni, Cottage for rent,  436-6644/896-3644. 
Camping site: In Hellissandur by Útnesvegur,  430-8600.
Restaurants/Snack Bars: Hótel Hellissandur,  430-8600. 
N1-Kiosk, Útnesvegur,  436-6611. 
Leisure/Sport: Snowmobile trips and bicycle rental,
Hótel Hellissandur,  430-8600. 
Health Care Centre: Klettsbúð 3,  436-6634.
For Motorists: Filling station,  Ægis Garage,  436-6677.
Bank:
Landsbankinn, Klettsbúð 4,  410-8890.
Post Office:
Klettsbúð 7,  436-6600.

- Arnarstapi/Hellnar
in Snæfellsbær -

Arnarstapi is a small fishing community with a growing 
colony of summer cottages. The shore is both beautiful and 
striking. An extremely unusual rock formation, Gatklettur, is 
on the west side of the shore. Hellnar is about three km west 
of Arnarstapi. It was once one of the main fishing centres on 
Snæfellsnes peninsula. Uniquely beautiful rock formations are 
found along the shoreline. Baðstofa, a large cave in Valasnös 
cliff, is renowned for its peculiar light and hues. The shores 
along Arnarstapi and Hellnar are protected. Tourist services 
at these two places have been growing rapidly in recent years, 
not least of all among those who believe in the magical powers 
of Snæfellsjökull glacier.

Facilities at Arnarstapi

Accommodation:
Snjófell,  435-6783.
Camping Site:
Snjófell,  435-6783.
Restaurant:
Snjófell,  435-6783/.
Leisure/Sport: Snjófell,  435-6783, snowmobiling 
on Snæfellsjökull glacier.
Hiking path between Arnarstapi and Hellnar.
For Motorists: Filling station.

Facilities at Hellnar 

Accommodation: 
Hótel Hellnar,  435-6820, hotel@hellnar.is   www.hellnar.is
Restaurants/Snack Bars:
Hótel Hellnar,  435-6820.
Fjöruhúsið,  435-6844. fjoruhusid@isl.is
Museum:
Snæfellsjökull National Park, Cultural and 
Visitor Centre,  436-6888/6860/855-4260. 
snaefellsjokull@ust.is  www.ust.is
Sightseeing:
Sightseeing tours near Hellnar,  435-6810. 
Hiking paths in Snæfellsjökull National Park.
Regular guided hiking tours of the National Park.

 Vatnsborg - Neshólar. On the road to Öndverðarnes, 
just west of Skarðsvík, is a parking spot with a signpost 
marked to Vatnsborg, Neshólar and Grashólahellir. A marked 
path leads to Vatnsborg, a deep volcanic crater which is 
impossible to climb into in late summer: the bottom of it 
becomes covered with thick fern. A number of interesting 
walks can be made from Vatnsborg. One is to proceed 
to the Neshólar hill swarm for a look at Grashólahellir, a 
cave in Grashóll, the westernmost of the hills. Beautiful lava 
paths lead down from there and towards Öldungahóll hill, 
which is the route to Saxhólsbjarg cliff and the lighthouse 
at Skálasnagi. The cliffs abound with bird life throughout the 
summer. Numerous other walking trails with unique natural 
phenomena can be explored all around the area.

z Snæfellsjökull Glacier National Park was 
established on 28 June 2001, and is about 170 km2 in area. 
The Park covers the westernmost part of Snæfellsness, 
from the eastern fringe of Háahraun in the south to the 
easternmost boundary of Gufuskálaland in the north. The 
glacier is within the Park.

There are exceptionally beautiful lava formations in the 
park, along with magnificent coastline and notable historical 
sites in connection with fishing from days long gone. 
Towering above all this is the king of Icelandic mountains, 
Snæfellsjökull, an active volcano that has developed from 
numerous eruptions. Some feel the energy emanating from 
the glacier, which is believed to be one of the seven most 
powerful volcanic centres in the world. 
There are no campsites located in the park itself, but 
there are some just outside both in the south and north. 
A variety of accommodation is available in the vicinity. The 
national park has a visitors’ centre at Hellnar, where there 
is a lively and educational exhibition aimed at all age groups. 
Information about walking trails is included in the Park’s 
brochure available from the park ranger. Short, tours guided 
by the ranger are offered.

Facilities outside urban areas

Accommodation:
367. Gh. Hof,  435-6802, gistihof@gistihof.is  www.gistihof.is
368. Gh. Langaholt, Garðar,  435-6789.
369. Lýsuhóll Travel Service,  435-6716.
372. Hótel Búðir, Búðir,  435-6700.
Camping Site:
368. Gh. Langaholt, Garðar,  435-6789. 
Restaurant:
Gh. Garðar, Langaholt,  435-6789.
Hótel Búðir, Búðir,  435-6700.
Leisure and Sport:
369. Swimming pool, Lýsuhóll,  433-9917.
Golf, 9 holes, Langaholt Garðar,  435-6789. 
Horse rentals: Lýsuhóll,  435-6716.
Hiking paths in Búðahraun.
Snæfellsjökull National Park:
Office, Klettsbúð 7, Hellissandur. 
Visitor Centre at Hellnar,  436-6888/436-6860/855-4260, 
a diverse programme during the summer.
snæfellsjokull@ust.is  www.ust.is
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- Grundarfjarðarbær -
Grundarfjörður is a growing seaside town in the north 
of Snæfellsnes, surrounded by high and magnificent mountains, 
especially the unusual Kirkjufell which is in the foreground. Its 
geology is unusual and varied with an extinct volcanic zone 
running through the middle of it. The climate in Grundarfjörður 
is known for its periods of excellent weather dotted with the 
famous strong winds from the south. The Saga of Eyrbyggjar is 
named after the area which used to be called Eyrarsveit. This 
name came from the Öndverðareyri sandbank where you can 
still see the ruins of a Viking lodge from the time of settlement. 
In past centuries Grundarfjörður has played a fundamental role 
in the country’s fishing industry because of its location in the 
middle of the Snæfellsnes peninsula, and its particularly good 
natural harbour. The first foreign salt fish (bacalao) producers 
based themselves in Grundarfjörður--French boat owner Sylvain 
Allenou. French fishermen lived for a while at Grundarkampur. 
The important past history of the French in Grundarfjörður 
has led to the town’s pairing with the French town of Paimpol. 
Although Grundarfjörður bases its economy on fishing, you 
will be able to find a variety of leisure activities, guesthouses, 
organized sightseeing trips, shopping and other services. Cultural 
and social life flourishes in Grundarfjörður and music plays an 
important role in the life of the townspeople.  In Grundarfjörður 
the visitor finds a good balance between nature and culture. 
Population 849.

Walking paths. Kirkjufell. The symbol of Grundar
fjörður, rising 463 metres above sea level. It is believed by many 
to be the most beautiful mountain in Iceland. When climbing it 
one should always be accompanied by an experienced mountain 
guide. You can hike around the base of the mountain, a path that 
offers amazing views and varied bird life. This hike is perfect for 
families, and takes around three hours at a leisurely pace.

 Klakkur Mountain. On the eastern side of the fjord. 
Klakkur is the highest peak, 380 metres high, and on its western 
side is a bowl with a pond at the base. A folk tale claims 
that wish-ing stones appear at the surface of the pond on 
Midsummer’s Night. An interesting walk is towards Klakkshaus, 
to the west and the furthest point from Grundarfjörður, with 
its fine view over Breiðafjörður bay. The hike up Klakkur is of 
medium difficulty and takes around three hours with a break. 

 Eyrarfjall Mountain. In the Framsveit area near the golf 
course. An easy walk for most. It’s a 352 metre high mountain 

and you can follow a sheep trail. The views are magnificent and 
you can even spot Snæfellsjökull glacier on a clear day.

Facilities in Grundarfjarðarbær

Police: Hrannarstígur 2,  438-6800.
Local Information: www.westiceland.is 
www.grundarfjordur.is  info@westiceland.is  
Eyrbyggja Saga Centre, Grundargata 35,  438-1881,
internet access.
Accommodation: Hótel Framnes, Nesvegur 6-8, 
 438-6893, framnes@hotel-framnes.is  www.hotel-framnes.is 
Youth hostel Grundarfjörður, Hlíðarvegur 15,  895-
6533/562-6533,
 grundarfjordur@hostel.is   www.grundohostel.com 
Hálsaból Chalet  863-0443.  
375. Setberg,  438-6817.  
376. Kverná,  438-6813.  
377. Suður-Bár,  438-6815. 
Camping Site: By the swimming pool,  430-8500. 
375. Setberg,  438-6817. 376. Kverná,  438-6814. 
Restaurants/Snack Bars:  Hótel Framnes, Nesvegur 6-8, 
 438-6893.  - 
Krákan, Sæból 13,  438-6999. 
Kaffi 59, Grundargata 59,  438-6446.
Kósý, Grundargötu 25,  438-6544, videóleiga, söluturn. 
Leisure/Sport: 
Swimming pool with hot tubs, Borgarbraut,  430-8564. - 
Golf, Bárarvöllur, 9 holes,  438-6815. 
Vestarr Golfclub,  892-7917. - Ski lift in the vicinity. 
Horse rentals:  Suður-Bár,  438-6815.  
Kverná,  438-6813. Berg,  438-6875/ 891-6875. 
Health Care Centre: Hrannarstígur 7,  430-6800.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Hrannarstíg 3,  438-6745.
For Motorists: Filling station N1, garage, tyre repair.
Car Rental: Þjónustustofan,  438-6557.
Banks: Kaupþing,  444-7000, ATM. Landsbanki,  410-4191, ATM.
Post Office: Grundargata 50,  580-1000.
State Alcohol Store: Hrannarstígur 3,  438-6994.
Local Handicrafts:
eXes Gallery, Fellabrekka 3,    845-2375.
Museum: Eyrbyggja Saga Centre, Grundargata, 35,
 438-1881.  
Library Grundarfjörður, Borgarbraut 16,  430-8570, internet 
access. 
Places of Interest: Grundarkampur,  895-6811. 
Setbergskirkja,  438-6780/821-6780.  Klakkur, Eyrarfjall, 
Kirkjufell. 
Guided tours in Grundarfjörður,  438-6655. 
Sightseeing Tours: Detours,  696-3041/438-6893, 
village walk, scree running and more. 
Transportation: Hópferðamiðstöðin,  587-6000,  
scheduled coach service to and from Reykjavík and 
Stykkishólmur.  www.trex.is 
Events: July 24-26, “On a good day in Grundarfjörður”, 
family festival with various festivities. 
Oct.. Dark days. www.westiceland.is  www.grundarfjordur.is

66
AROUND ICELAND
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(  438-6700
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Grundarfjarðarbær

Went swimming and 
met some fun kids. 
Then we went fishing 
on the docks.

Peace and quiet 

in Kolgrafafjörður

Almost in 

Grundarfjörður. 

It doesn‘t get 

much better!

W
e dined out every 

evening. Everything 

was so tasty!We picked seashells and 
rocks on the beach and 
went swimming by 
Kirkjufellsfoss. Lucky thing 
we brought swimsuits!

Blakkur and the other horses we rented. Great trip!

Can you beat that? 
Fun for the whole 

family!

We checked out the 
toy exhibit – a lot of 

old neat toys! 
Living history!

www.grundarfjordur.is



 - Stykkishólmur -
Stykkishólmur, situated on Þórnes headland, has a history 
of trading that dates back over 400 years. It has an excellent 
natural harbour, sheltered by Súgandiseyja island which has now 
been linked to the mainland. Iceland’s oldest meteorological 
station - some say the world’s oldest - is in Stykkishólmur, 
and was first manned by Árni Thorlacius in 1845. In 1828 
Árni built the timber “Norwegian House,” which has been 
renovated and now houses the local folk museum. There are 
many old houses in town that have been repaired and that 
give the town a certain distinction. Stykkishólmskirkja church 
is considered a fine concert hall, and in summer performances 
are regularly held. There is a swimming pool, and the water is 
certified as particularly wholesome. Birdlife is varied in and 
around the town and in recent years tourism and commerce 
has blossomed. The inhabitants of Flateyri island get their 
supplies here. There are plenty of arts and crafts galleries and 
restaurants in Stykkishólmur.  Population 1,108.

zHelgafell (Holy Mountain, 73 m) features recurrently in 
Icelandic history - and in folklore. Many famous Icelanders have 
lived here, for example Ari Fróði (1067-1148) who wrote the 
book of Icelanders, and Saga heroine Guðrun Ósvífursdóttir. 
You can see her grave in the field.  An Augustine monastery 
was moved there from the island of Flatey in 1184, and 
remnants of a wall on the hill are said to be from its chapel.  
The manuscripts written there are housed at Árnasetur in 
Reykjavík. There is a viewing dial at the top, and a panoramic 
view across the islands of Breiðafjörður Bay.

zÁlftafjörður and Skógarströnd. Álftafjörður is the 
easternmost fjord cut into the north-western part of Snæfellsnes, 

with the mountains Úlfarsfell to the west and Narfeyjarfjall to 
the east. East of that is Skógarsveit, a beautiful and fertile county. 
Álftafjörður forms the setting of Eyrbyggja Saga.

 Helgafell. “Holy Mountain,” a low basalt mountain (73 
m) on Þórsnes just outside Stykkishólmur, with a gentle slope 
to the west but sheer on its northern and eastern sides. A 
breathtaking panoramic view across Breiðafjörður Bay opens 
up from the top. A small remnant of a wall on the mountain 
is said to be the ruin of a chapel dating from the time of the 
nearby monastery. The mountain was named by Þórólfur 
Mostrarskegg, who settled this district. The 13th-century 
Book of Settlements says that he “believed so strongly in the 
mountain on the headland, which he called Helgafell, that no 
one was allowed to look at it without washing first, and it was 
so sacrosanct that nothing was to be killed on it, neither cattle 
nor men.” Folklore advises anyone climbing the mountain for 
the first time to start at the grave of Guðrún Ósvífursdóttir 
(heroine of Laxdæla Saga), north of the church, and neither 
look back nor speak. People who do so will have three wishes 
granted, provided they are of good intent, and the wisher tells 
no one and faces east when making them.

Facilities in Stykkishólmur

Police: Aðalgata,  430-4141.
Tourist Informa tion Centre:
Borgarbraut 2,   433 8120,  www.westiceland.is  
www.stykkisholmur.is  info@westiceland.is  
Accommodation:
Hótel Stykkishólmur, Borgarbraut 8,  430-2100. 
Hótel Breiðafjörður, Aðalgata 8,  433-2200.
Youth Hostel Sjónarhóll, Höfðagata 1,  861-2517.

Restaurant - Café Narfeyrarstofa
www.narfeyrarstofa.is

steina@narfeyrarstofa.is
Sími/Tel. 4381119

FIMM FISKAR
Frúarstíg 1   Stykkishólmi   Sími: 436-1600

Restaurant Fimm fiskar
Sími/Tel: 4361600

fruarstigur@simnet.is

EVERYTHING
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Camping - variety of accomodation and 

restaurants - golf- and sports courses - great 

swimming pool and hot tubs - low price 

supermarket - museums - free internet hotspot, 

summer recitals - sailings on Breidafjordur

bay and unforgettable experience 

among the countless islands of  Breiðafjörður.

Simply Spectacular
STYKKISHÓLMUR
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Private acc. María, Höfðagata 11,  438-1258.
Private acc. Alma, Sundabakki 12,  438-1435.
Orlofsíbúðir, Laufásvegur 21-31, grundo@centrum.is
Camping Site: By the sports field,  438-1075. 
Restaurants/Snack Bars: Hótel Stykkishólmur,
 430-2100.
Restaurant Fimm fiskar, Aðalgata,  436-1600,
fruarstigur@simnet.is  www.simnet.is/fimmfiskar
Narfeyrarstofa, Aðalgata 3,  438-1119, 
steina@narfeyrarstofa.is  www.narfeyrarstofa.is
Nesbrauð, bakery,  438-1830.
Sæferðir, refreshments on board,  433-2254.
Petrol station grill, Aðalgata 25,  438-1254.
Leisure and Sport: Sports centre by Borgarbraut, 
 438-8150,  swimming pools, thermal tubs, 
waterchute, sports field and gym.
Golf, Víkurvöllur, 9 holes,  438-1075. 
Camper, caravan  and  bike rental, Neskinn 7,  438-1510.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Hafnargata 1,  438-1141.
Hospital: St. Fransiskuspítalinn, Austurgata 7,  433-2000.
For Motorists: Filling station, garage, tyre repair.
Car Rental: Ásmegin, Reitarvegur 3,  438-1586/1150.
Bank: Kaupþing, Aðalgata 10,  444-7000, ATM.
Post Office: Aðalgata 5,  580-1000.
State Alcohol Store: Hafnargata 7,  430-1414.
Local Handicrafts: Gallery Lundi, Aðalgata,  438-1188.
Smávinir,  Lára Gunnarsdóttir´s workshop, Aðalgata 13.
Lost, Hafnargata 1,   438-1242.
Museums/Exhibitions/Churches:
Norska húsið, Hafnargata 5,  438-1640. Open June-August 
daily 11-17.  Historical and art exhibitions and shop. 
An exhibition of the home of Árni Thorlacius in the 
“Norwegian house”. 

Amtbókasafnið,  District library,  Hafnargata 7,  433-8160, 
Internet access. 
Vatnasafnið/Library of Water,   Bókhlöðuhöfði, multi-faceted 
installation by the artist Roni Horn.
Stykkishólmur church,  438-1560, the new church open daily 
13-17 or by arrangement. 
Stykkishólmur church, the old church by Aðalgata. 
St. Francis Church, open daily by arrangement.
Places of Interest and Hiking:
Reforestation area Grensás. Súgandisey, (near the harbour) 
with a view over Stykkishólmur. Old lighthouse and love-
nest.  Viewing dial at Hótel Stykkishólmur and the Library. 
Harbour: lively atmosphere when the boats land their catches.
Bird and Nature Watching: Seatours,  433-2254, 
daily bird and nature watching tours with scallop tasting 
from Stykkishólmur, gourmet tours, whale watching from 
Ólafsvik, seatours@seatours.is  www.seatours.is 
Excursions/Transportation: 
Hópferðamiðstöðin,  587-6000, scheduled coach service 
to and from  Reykjavík,  www.trex.is
Gunnar Hinriksson coach service, /fax 438-1591,trips around 
Snæfellsnes. 
Car and passenger Ferry Baldur,  433-2254, scheduled trips,
twice daily from Stykkishólmur to Brjánslækur on 
Barðaströnd, calling at Flatey island.  
Events:
Stykkishólmskirkja, Summer concerts in June, 
July and August, two concerts each month.  
Midsummer Night´s climb on Mt. Drápuhlíðarfjall.
Aug.21-23,  Danish days,  www.stykkisholmur.is 
 

Facilities in the vicinity

Accommodation: 
380. Skjöldur, Helgafellssveit,  438-1535. 
381. Private acc. Þingvellir,  438-1051.
Camping: 380. Skjöldur Community Centre, 
Helgafellssveit,  438-1535. 
Campers for rent at the camping site,  893-7050.
Safn:  Bjarnarhöfn, sharkmuseum, shark curing,  
old farm church,  438 -1581.
Places of Interest: Mt. Helgafell, historical 
area, grave of Guðrún Ósvífursdóttir, make-a-wish, 
viewfinder. 

- Dalir -
Dalir is rich in history and a major setting for the 
sagas. It offers beautiful scenery for hiking and walking, 
along both the shore and inland, and has good rivers 
for angling and diverse bird life. Campsites and other 
accommodation and travel services make Dalir an 
ideal place for families and everyone interested in 
Iceland’s culture, history and heritage.

Búðardalur is the main administrative and 
service centre in Dalabyggð. Statues there 
commemorate two major local cultural figures: 
20th-century poet Jóhannes from Kötlum and 
13th-century lawspeaker and historian Sturla 
Þórðarson. On June 24, 2000 a replica Viking ship, 
Íslendingur, set sail from Búðardalur harbour en 
route for Greenland and America, retracing the first 
Viking voyages to North America. There is a small 

EIRÍKSSTAÐIR 

Tel. 434 1118    
www.eiriksstadir.is 

Open 1/6 - 1/9  from 10 - 18 
Located 150 km from Reykjavík 

One of the most historically 
significant sites in Iceland 

    Living museum   
Ruins from a Viking  
            home 

marina in Búðardalur. At the marina is Leifsbúð, a museum 
and cultural centre housing an exhibition dedicated to Leif 
the Lucky and Eric the Red and their discovery of Vineland 
and other lands.  Population 248.

z Eiríksstaðir. Birthplace of Leif the Lucky. Leifur Eiríksson 
- Leif the Lucky, the first European to set foot in America - was 
born at Eiríksstadir in Haukadalur. His parents, Eiríkur Rauði 
(Eirik the Red) and Þjóðhildur, built a farm at Eiríksstaðir before 
leaving to found the first Viking settlement in Greenland. A 
replica of their longhouse has now been built, based on nearby 
ruins of a 10th-century farmhouse which has been excavated 
by archaeologists. Every day during the summer, “real” Vikings 
at the site welcome visitors, tell stories and give displays of 
ancient handicrafts.

z Sauðafell. Mountain and nearby farm of the same 
name in Miðdalir. Scene in 1229 of one of the most brutal 
attacks in the civil war, which ultimately led Iceland to lose 
its independence. This was also the place where Jón Arason 
(1484-1550), Iceland’s last Catholic bishop, was captured with 
his three sons during the Reformation; they were taken to 
Skálholt and beheaded there on 7 November 1550.

Facilities in Búðardalur

Police: Miðbraut 11,  434-1405.
Local Information: Leifsbúð,  434-1441, 
open June-Aug., weekdays 10-18, weekends 12-18, 
ferdamal@dalir.is   www.westiceland.is  www.dalir.is
Accommodation: Bjarg, Gh. and restaurant,  434-1644.
Camping Site: By Dalabúð, Miðbraut 8,  434-1132.
Restaurants/Snack Bars: 
Samkaup Strax, Vesturbraut 10,  434-1180. 
Bjarg, Restaurant and guesthouse,  434-1644.
Coffee Shop in Leifsbúð ,   434-1441
Health Care Centre: Gunnarsbraut 2,  434-1113/1114.
Pharmacy: Lyfja, Gunnarsbraut 2,  434-1113.
For Motorists: Filling stations, garage, tyre repair.
Bank: Kaupþing,  Miðbraut 15,  433-1600.
Post Office: Miðbraut 13,  580-1000.
State Alcohol Store: Vesturbraut 15,  434-1303.
Local Handicrafts: 
Handverkshópurinn Bolli, Vesturbraut 12c,  434-1410.
Museum: Dalasýsla Art Gallery, Miðbraut 11,  430-4700.
Leif Erikson Museum  and Cultural House at the harbour,
 434-1441.
Transportation: Hópferðamiðstöðin,  587-6000, 
scheduled coach service to and from Reykjavík, www.trex.is

Facilities in Dalir

Accommodation: 
385. Travel Service Svarfhóll, Miðdalir,  434-1339.
386 Travel Service Erpsstaðir,   434- 1357.
388. Árblik Community centre,  434-1366. 
391. Stóra-Vatnshorn,  434-1342.
395. ***/**Hótel Edda Plus, Laugar,  444-4930.
398. Tjarnarlundur Community centre,  434-1568. 
399. Þurranes Travel Service,  434-1556,
thurranes@centrum.is 
Camping Sites: 391. Stóra-Vatnshorn,  434-1342.
395. Laugar, Sælingsdalur,  444-4930. 
396. Á, Skarðsströnd,  434-1420.
398. Tjarnarlundur,  434-1545.
Restaurant/Snack Bar: Hótel Edda, Laugar,
 444-4930.
Food store Skriðuland-kiosk, café  434-1500.
Swimming Pools: 395. Sælingsdalslaug,  434-1465.
Museums/Exhibitions/Churches: 
Dalamanna Folk Museum, Laugar, Dalasýsla,  434-1328, 
open daily June 1 - Aug. 31, ex. Mon. ferdamal@dalir.Is  
Eiríksstaðir in Haukadalur, birthplace of Leif the Lucky, 
 434-1118/430-4706, open daily June 1 - Sep 1  10-18, or 
by appointment, ferdamal@dalir.is  www.eiriksstadir.is
Places of Interest:
The historical locations of Laxdæla: History signs are 
located at Krosshólaborg, Leifsbúð, Laugar, 
near Hrútsstaðir and in Svínadalur.
Viewing dial at Klofningur on Skarðsströnd.
A memorial to the three poets, near Tjarnarlundur in 
Saurbær.
The place of prayer of settler Auður djúpúðga at 
Krosshólaborg.
A memorial to Sturla Þórðarson at Hvammur.
Skarðstöð, a natural harbour, used for many centuries. 
Sightseeing Tours: Guided tour, Dalir and 
Reykhóladistrict, information
 434-1410. tourinfo@dalir.is  
Events:  “Back to Búðardalur”, a town festival im June, 
www.dalir.is
Sheep farmers’ autumn celebration in October.

Breidafjördur, Flatey island see Reykhólahreppur p.78

(  434-1180
Open weekdays  9-19

Sat.  12-18Vesturbraut 10 
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